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BISHOP JOSEPH BERNARD BRUNINI

During the 1984 State Convention a presentation was
made to Bishop Brunini and the State Convention was dedicat-
ed to him. The reading for the presentation went as follows;

This Special award is presented to a very dedicated person
to the Knights of Columbus. A man who has proven himself
many times in support of our order.

He was born in Vicksburg, Ms. on July 24, 1909 where he
attended school at St. Francis Xavier Academy and St Aloy-
sius High School. He received his A.B. Degree at George-
town University in 1930 and studied at the North American
College in Rome. He was ordained in Rome on December 5,
1933.

He has earned the degree of Doctor of Cannon Law from
Catholic University and Honmorary Doctor of Laws Degree
from Georgetown University.

He has served as assistant pastor of St. Mary's Cathederal
in Natchez, Ms. Chancellor of the Diocese, Pastor of St.
Peters Parish in Jackson and Vicar General of the Diocese.

He was concecrated a Bishop on January 29, 1957 where he
served as Apostolic Administrator to the Diocese.

On December 2, 1967 he was named by Pope Paul VI as the
8th Bishop of the Diocese of Natchez, Jackson.

He has served as State Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus
from 1967 until 1976. At that time he was named as Honor-
ary State Chaplain where he has since remained in that
capacity.

His face is familiar at our Supreme Conventions. He has
served all of his priestly life in the State of Mississippi.
Not only has he served his flock long and well, he has also
been a strong friend and supporter of Columbianism during
that period. To mark our appreciation of his loyal service
to our Church and this Order, WE, THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
IN MISSISSIPPI ARE DEDICATING THIS 1984 STATE CONVENTION

TO HIM.
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MILESTONES

1970

State Deputy Norman Kiehm Instituted the Inter-Council Competit-
ion to bring more interest and activity to the state.

1971

Council No. 4472, Pass Christian council was dissolved on March 14.
1972

State Per Capita Increased from 75¢ to $1.25 per member.
1973

Bishop Joseph L. Howze ordained as Bishop and assigned as Auxiliary
Bishop of the Natchez-Jackson Diocese.

1974
Shelby Council No. 6555 received their charter as a new council.
Bassfield Council No. 6592 received their charter as a new counci.

First two day organizational meeting held in conjunction with the
installation of state officers.

1975

State Deputy George Scheiderman was awarded a trip to Rome as this
jurisdiction finished No. 1 in membership in our division.

The International Service Program Award was introducted into the
order of the K of (.

This jurisdiction was chosen” as one of five to hold a Pilot Free
Throw Contest, Then called the big shoot off.

1976
Starkville Council No. 6765 recieved their charter as a new council.

The first Mental Retardation Drive, then called Tootsie Roll Drive,
was carried out under the administration of State Deputy Jesse Quinn, Jr.

Per Capita Tax was increased to $2.25 per member



Total State membership reached the 3000 mark for the first time.
Picayune council No. 6872 received their charter as a new council.
Bishop Richard 0. Gerow passed to his eternal reward on December 20,

He was appointed Bishop of the Natchez-Jackson Diocese in 1924 and retired

in 1967. He served as State Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus from 1925
until 1967.

1977

The Diocese of Biloxi was established. Bishop Joseph L. Howze was
appointed Bishop of that Diocese.

The Priest Education Fund was changed to the Bishop R. 0. Gerow
Memorial Fund.

1978

The Mississippi Special Olympics Knights of Columbus Internship
in Recreation was initiated.

Family of the Month was introduced by the Supreme Council.

Kiln Council No. 7087 received their charter as a new council.

Per Capita Tax increased to $3.00 per member.

Southaven Council No. 7120 received their charter as a new council.

Lumberton Council No 7211 received their charter as a new council.
1979

Bishop William R. Houck was appointed as auxiliary Bishop in the
Jackson Diocese.

Philadelphia Council No. 7440 received their charter as a new council.

1980
Per Capita Tax increased to $4.00 per member.
Pass Christian Council No. 4472 charter was reactivated.
Family of the Year Program was initiated in the State.
1981

School of Columbianism was held in various regions of the State for
the first time under the administration of State Deputy Don Oldmixon.



Clinton Council No. 7854 received their charter as a new council.

Gulfport Council No. 7910 (Orange Grove) received their charter as
a new council.

Brookhaven Council No. 7915 received their charter as a new council.
Columbus Council No. 7974 received their charter as a new council.
1982

Pearl Council No. 8038 received their charter as a new council.

McComb Council No. 8054 received their charter as a new council.

Past State Deputy John S. Cabibi after attending 54 straight State
Convention passed on to his eternal reward shortly before the start of
what would have been his 55th consecutive State Convention.

1983

St. Therese Council No. 8285 (Jackson) received their charter as a
new council.

A Panel of Past State Deputies were appointed by the State Deputy
to update the State By-Laws. As a result the entire By-Laws were re-
written and approved by the delegates at the State Convention.

1984

Bishop Joseph B. Brunini retires as Bishop of the Jackson Diocese.
He served from 1967 until this year.

Bishop William R. Houck was appointed as Bishop of the Jackson
Diocese.

Holly Springs Council No. 8760 rec eived their charter as a new council.
Tupelo Council No. 8848 received their charter as a new council.

Philadelphia Council No. 7440 was placed in a state of moratorium
by State Deputy Robert Fratesi.

Mississippi is divided into two districts in the ranks of the Fourth
Degree. District One consist of the Jackson Diocese and District Two is
the Biloxi Diocese, with a Master appointed in each district.




MSGR. JOHN J. BURNES COUNCIL 802

Meridian, MS

The early 1970's started on a low
key, membership was low and attendance
to the meetings was down, still the ac
tivities continued and during this tim
the office was built.

By 1973 things started to pick up
membership increased. The State conv-
ention was held in Meridian in 1974,
in addition of the Supreme Council
Awards, Meridian recieved two special
Trophy and Plaque. During this time
many of the present active members
became Knights.

In May 1976 the council had a
temporary economical crisis because
the Bank where accounts were placed
went Bankrupt. The money was recu-
perated. In 1979 the Note for the
council hall and property was paid off
and celebrated with a note burning ce-
remony.

During 1979 the Council initiated
members of the Black race into the Kni-
ghts of Columbus. It was probably Our
greatest effort, as we were the first
council in the State to intergrate.

Hurricane Frederick struck in 1979
and the Council hall was used as a rel-
ief shelter.

During this decade many programs
that still are carried on were impleme-
nted, to name a few: East Miss. State
Hospital Visitation, First Communion
Breakfast, Scholarship Fund, Clergy Ni-
ght, The Monsignor J.J. Burns Award for
Community Service, and many more. The
officers and members who worked on the
programs for this decade have given the

1980's a firm basis on which to continue

to build for the future of the Order.



JOHN T. SAVAGE COUNCIL 848
Jackson, MS

Membership - Qur membership has
shown a steady decline beginning with
the year 1969, In 1971 our membership
total stood at 165 and as of January 1
1985 it numbers 133. Of this number,
36 are classified as inactive, 4 are
Honorary and 30 are Honorary Life mem-
bers.

Since 1980, three new councils
have been chartered in the Jackson
area resulting in a further decline in
membership. Despite this decline, the
future looks encouraging. In the past
year we have enrolled three new memb-
ers and the prospect for approximately
ten more looks very good.

Grand Knights - The
a list of Grand Knights who
our Council since 1971:

following is
have served

Reynolds Ridgley 1971 - 72
Robert Lambert 1972 - 74
Conrad J. Richard, Sr.1974 - 75

George J. Saab 1975 - 76
Gerald G. Graham 1976 - 77
Earl Dimitry 1977 - 78
Henry A. Kajdan 1978 - 79
Basil Moots 1979 - 81
Henry C. Wilson 1981 - 83
Henry A. Kajdan 1983 - 85

Noteworthy Events
September 30, 1971 - Julius Radowick,
a member of Council 848, died of burns
recieved in a fire which destroyed his
house trailer located on Council pro-
perty.

November 1971 - First Knights of Col-
umbus Bowl football game,

March 1972 - The C. Medric Warren Sch-
olarship Fund was established in mem-
ory of this outstanding member. Pro-
ceeds from the Knights of Columbus

=10=

Bowl games are used for the purpose
of awarding a $500 scholarship to a
son or daughter of a member, and a $500
scholarship to a seminarian., The
first of such scholarships was awarded
to Anthony Daniels in 1972, a graduate
of St. Joseph High School in Jackson.

September 2, 1979 - Qur
rated its Diamond Jubilee
ning of its mortgage. Past
A. Seymour was the guest speaker at the
banquet, A plaque was presented to the
Honorable Dale Danks, Mayor of Jackson,

for his outstanding contrabution to the
community during and after the Easter

Flood.

Council celeb-
and the bur-
State Hilton

Continuing Community Projects

Mental Retardation Program

Salvation Army Christmas Bell Ringing
Community Service for Senior Citizens
Invitational Basketball Tournament

LI N

Awards - Council 848 was the recip-
ient of the 1980 Hilton A. Seymour Award
for outstanding Columbian Activity,

Ladies Auxiliary - Council 848 is
blessed with one of the outstanding ladies
auxiliary in the state. It not only co-
ntinues to render super services to this
council, but has been instrumental in the
formation of other auxiliaries within the
State. We are proud of our ladies and we
love them.

In Memoriam - During the period 1971-
84, Our Council lost some of its most out-
standing leaders through death. Among
them were:

Bishop R. 0. Gerow
Cornelius B. Boone

Max Payment, Sr.

James C. Maloney

C. Medric Warren
General Henry J. Dolton
John Rietti




VICKSBURG COUNCIL 898

Vicksburg, MS

It is True;

Vicksburg Council 898 did pass
the 65 vyear "retirement" age in the
year 1970 but the members of the cou-
ncil were having a dream at that time
and could not think about retirement.

A 14 acre tract of land had alr-
eady been purchased on Fisher Ferry
Road to get this dream started. Co-
uncil members young and old worked
together and in February 1972 plans
were presented for a new council home
and swimming pool.

Plans for the swimming pool were
approved by hte counicl in March and
construction began in May. The pool
was completed and dedicated in Septem-—
ber 1972. The dream now consisted of
14 acres of land and a beautiful swim-
ming pool for members and their famil-
ies to enjoy.

The Council was busy with all
kinds of activities going on. Some
members were looking into finances,
some keeping regular council business
going, some studying home plans and
the Ladies Auxiliary staying active
with social, religious and civic aff-
airs.

It was decided to build a new co-
uncil home in two phases. Plans and
contracts for Phase One were approved
nad signed in May 1973 nad construct-
ion started immediately. Phase One
included restrooms, combination meet-
ing and recreation room, lounge and
bar facilities and a kitchen. All of
this totaled approximately 3900 square
feet of building. Dedication and open
house was held in January 1974 for Ph-
ase One.

Things were humming in Vicksburg
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Council 898. It formed its own band
made up of Council members. The old
Council home on Cherry Street was sold.
Plans were being drawn and studied for
Phase Two of the Council home. Inter-
est was at a high point in the Council
and many members were working.

At the 1975 State Convention in
Biloxi, Vicksburg Council 898 bid on
the 1977 State Convention. Council 898
got the bid to have the convention in
Vicksburg. A committee was formed and
plans were initiated.

This pushed the Council to complete
Phase Two of the Council home. The
Council approved the plans which incl-
uded an office, game room, storage, rest
rooms and a very large meeting room.
This totaled approximately 4300 square
feet of building.

Contracts were signed in October
1975 and Phase Two was completed and
dedicated with an open house in July
1976.

The 1977 State Convention was held
in Vicksburg with over 100 Council mem-—
bers and their wives working to have one
of the finest conventions the State has
ever had.

Just after the State Convention in
April of 1977 tragedy strikes. In July
the Catholic High School, St. Aloysius
burns. Vicksburg Council 898 members
busy themselves assisting the school and
offering Council facilities for school
activities. Council 898 donates $10,000
to the building of a new school.

In September 1977 Sunday afternoon
Bingo is started in the Council home.
In October 1977 the Council completes
the sale of some downtown property and



the monies are invested for the future
of the Council. In November 1977 the
Council reactivates its Columbian Squ-
ire Circle. The Council is still busy
with fund raising projects for the Pr-

iest Education Fund and many other
programs.,
In October 1979 Council 898 put

on the "dog" when it celebrated its
75th anniversity. Formal invitations
were sent out and over 400 people were
wined and dined for the occasion,

In June 1980 Vicksburg Council

898 started a large Bar-B-Que pit and
smoker. The shelter is 20 ft by 20 ft.
and has all the accessories. This is

a great asset to the Council for future
programs.

Vicksburg Council 898 will continue
to pass by the "Retirement" ages but it
cannot retire. There are members and
their families that the council will
serve. The Council will tend to relig-
ious, civic and social activities as it
has over the years. It will continue
to be a part of Vicksburg and the Cath-
olic Community and it will serve well,
as it has through the year 1084,

>'<*****************************************

BISHOP R. 0. GEROW COUNCIL 1034

Natchez, Ms.

No Report Submitted

=19~



BILOXT COUNCIL

Biloxi, MS

Camile, the most deadly of all
hurricanes to ever touch down on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast, had just pas-
sed through and everyone was digging
out from the complete destruction of
hundred's of buildings and mourning
the loss of several hundred people.

Edward Kersh had just been ele-
cted to serve his first term as Gr-
and Knight. He was later elected to
serve a second term which was compl-
eted in 1972. During Ed's term, the
first principle of our order, Charity
was amply demonstrated. On several
occasions, assistance was rendered
to a large family who had lost their
home through fire. A truckload of
furniture was donated to St. Mich-
ael's C.Y.0., so that they might be
able to furnish their meeting hall.

In 1973, Clarence Theriot be-
came Grand Knight of the council.
During this tenure, assistance was
also granted to a family who also
had lost their home through fire.
Clarence instituted the '"Keep Christ
in Christmas'" bumper sticker program
which was very successful. The Bi-
loxi Knighthood team performed for
the first time. The Ladies Auxil-
iary was reorganized and Biloxi
council hosted the 71st State Con-
vention at the Buena Vista Hotel.
Supreme Knight John McDevitt was a
guest and principal speaker for the
convention banquet. Clarence also
originated the "Mr. Biloxi, Knights
of Columbus'" award. This program is
still continued by Clarence.

by
to
seE~
two
mem-—

After two years of service
Clarence, Gerald Lamey advanced
the chair of grand knight. His
vice in this office lasted for
years, 1975-77. Biloxi council

1244

bers participated in the ordination of
Rev. Robert Higginbotham, our present
Chaplain, to the priesthood. The coun-
cil hosted the first State Knights of
Columbus softball tournament. The cou-
ncil presented a television set and ra-
ffle tickets to the C.Y.0. so that they
could raise money for their trip to the
state convention.

Our present state treasurer, Dennis
"Doc'"'Ladnier, succeeded Gerald as grand
knight.. His term lasted from 1977-79.
During this time, the council decided
to sponsor a float in the annual Mardi
Gras parade. The float won first place
in the private float category. The cou-
ncil was honored to have the opportunity
to initiate His Excellency Most Reverend
Bishop Joseph L. Howze into the second
and third degree. One of the sad occa-
sions during Doc's term was the loss of
past grand knight Reinhart Schroeder.
Reinhart died during the exemplification
of the third degree in Bassfield, Ms. on
January 28, 1979.

Frank Tarrant was elected grand kni-
ght in 1979 and served two years, his
second year ending in 1981. The second
most successful of all Shrimp Bowl games
occured in November 1980. The sum of
$9600 was realized from the game. This
money was distributed to the Biloxi Doll
and Toy fund and the St. Vincent De Paul
Societies within the jurisdiction of Bil-
oxi council. Our bid for the 78th annual
state convention to be held in 1982 was
accepted. Grand Knight Tarrant appointed
Hilton Seymour, PSD, and George Simon to
serve as co-chairmen for the affair.

Ross Bertucci was the choice to suc-
ceed to the office of grand knight in 1981.
He assumed the chair in July and to him
went the honor of serving as host grand
knight for the 78th State Convention.
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