& KNIGHTS STATE COUNCIL SERVICE PROGRAM AWARDS
OF COLUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. [N SERVICE TO ALL.

THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL.
(A SEPARATE REPORTING FORM SHOULD BE COMPLETED FOR EACH PROGRAM CATEGORY.)

CATEGORY (MARK ONE): [[] cHurcH [] rFAMILY
COMMUNITY [] PrRo-LIFE
[] counciL [] youTHn
RobertE Zeller 228-342-1087
FROM: GRAND KNIGHT: obertE Zelle TELEPHONE NUMBER: 8-342-108
E-MAIL
St. JosephThe Worker 12271
COUNCIL NAME NUMBER:
LOCATION: Gulfport- Naval ConstructiorBatallionCenter MS
(TowN OR CITY) (STATE OR PROVINCE)
. . VeteransHelpingHomeless/eterans
Project Title: ping

Date Proiect Conducted: 11/08/2009

Purpose of ACtiVitY: (In the space provided below, describe in one sentence the purpose of this activity. This section must be completed.)

To helpthehomelesweterann the coastwith necessitieso allow themto survivethe streets.

. . s . . . 40
Number of council members participating in project: .....................
. . . . . . 80 %
Percentage of council members participating in project:. .. ................ °
. . 2
Number of man hours expended in project: . .........ciiiiiiiiieeennn. >0
. RobertZell 228-342-1087
Chairman’s Name: "o~ %' Telephone Number:
Mailing Address: 136W. 2nd StreetPasChristian,MS 39571

E-mail Address:

(continued on reverse)

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: State Deputy or State Program Director
COPY TO: Council File

Available in electronic format at www.kofc.org
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Describe project in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be
submitted along with the nomination. Accompanying materials can include letters, testimonials,
news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes, videocassettes, DVD’S, dis-
play materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

This projectwasquitedisturbingto manyof usseeingour brothersin armsliving astheyare;but atthe sametime it wasvery rewarding
to knowthatin somesmallway we werehelpingthemto existon the streetsandpossiblyhelpthembreakout of their situation.| noticed
aflyer onthebulletin boardaboutthe homelesveteranstanddownon the coastoneday. This lookedlike a worthwhile endeavouwe
couldgetinvolvedwith. | contactedhe coordinatorfor the projectandwasastonishedo find outthattherewereover30,000homeless
veteransn the coastakountieghistime of year.Beingaveteran) couldnotcomprehendhow this could be happening.

At thatpointwe startedsoliciting all typesof itemstheywerein needof hygieneitemssuchastoothpastendbrushessoap,combs,
socks blanketscoatsandotherclothingitems.ltemscollectedneededo be somethinghatcould be carriedin a backpaclkon their
personsincetheyaretotally transient EachSundayfor four weeksour membersandparishionergollectedtheseitemsfor distribution
duringthestanddown.

On Saturday8 November2009,10 of our membersonvergecn the coastcoliseumgroundsat 7:30AM to offer our servicesAt that
time the needyveteranaverelined up all theway downthe entrancedrive of the coliseumoutto highway90; the gateswould notopen
until 9:00a.m.We wereassignedo varioussiteson the grounds;somehelpedwith sortingclothinginto groupsof shirts,jackets coats,
etc.othersescortedheveteranghroughthe variousstationssetup for feedingandmanyotherservicedrom showergo medicalchecks,
legaladviceor programgo helpthembreakthe chainof hopelessness.

To all of usthiswasavery humblingexperienceseeingour fellow veteransmenandwomenalike sofar downontheirluck. Theyall
haddifferentreasondor beingtheresoearly. Somewanteda hot meal,othersa showerandcleanclothing,somefor medicalcheck
legaladvice,or counselingThe onething thatseemedo be universalis theyall wantedblanketsor sleepingoagsto keepwarmduring
theup comingwinter months.

It wasa daythatwe asveterandelt we havelet outfellow veteransiownby notrealizingtheir plight anddoing somethindong before
now. At the sametime it wasvery uplifting to seethe smileson their facesandtheir heartfelthanksaswe handedhemablanket,gave
thema smileandpleasangreeting,or leadthemto thefeedingtent.

. RobertE Zeller
ATTEST: Signed:
(State Deputy) (Grand Knight)

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION

For more information on the Service Program Awards go to www.kofc.org/service
and click on the left-hand “Council” link.
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	Radio Button1: Yes
	GRANDKNIGHT: Robert E Zeller
	GKEMAIL: 
	COUNCILNAME: St. Joseph The Worker
	COUNCILNUMBER: 12271
	State: MS
	COUNCILLOCATION: Gulfport - Naval Construction Batallion Center
	ProjectTitle: Veterans Helping Homeless Veterans
	DateProject: 11/08/2009
	PURPOSEACTIVITY: To help the homeless veterans on the coast with necessities to allow them to survive the streets.
	COUCNILPARTICIPANTS: 40
	MANHOURS: 250
	ChairmanName: Robert Zeller
	CHMNPHONE: 228-342-1087
	MailingAddress: 136 W. 2nd Street Pass Christian, MS 39571
	GKPHONE: 228-342-1087
	EmailAddress: 
	PROJECTDESCRIPTION: This project was quite disturbing to many of us seeing our brothers in arms living as they are; but at the same time it was very rewarding
to know that in some small way we were helping them to exist on the streets and possibly help them break out of their situation. I noticed
a flyer on the bulletin board about the homeless veterans stand down on the coast one day. This looked like a worthwhile endeavour we
could get involved with. I contacted the coordinator for the project and was astonished to find out that there were over 30,000 homeless
veterans in the coastal counties this time of year. Being a veteran, I could not comprehend how this could be happening.

At that point we started soliciting all types of items they were in need of hygiene items such as toothpaste and brushes, soap, combs,
socks, blankets, coats and other clothing items. Items collected needed to be something that could be carried in a backpack on their
person since they are totally transient. Each Sunday for four weeks our members and parishioners collected these items for distribution
during the stand down.

On Saturday 8 November 2009, 10 of our members converged on the coast coliseum grounds at 7:30 AM to offer our services. At that
time the needy veterans were lined up all the way down the entrance drive of the coliseum out to highway 90; the gates would not open
until 9:00 a.m. We were assigned to various sites on the grounds; some helped with sorting clothing into groups of shirts, jackets, coats,
etc. others escorted the veterans through the various stations set up for feeding and many other services from showers to medical checks,
legal advice or programs to help them break the chain of hopelessness.

To all of us this was a very humbling experience; seeing our fellow veterans. men and women alike so far down on their luck. They all
had different reasons for being there so early. Some wanted a hot meal, others a shower and clean clothing, some for medical check
legal advice, or counseling. The one thing that seemed to be universal is they all wanted blankets or sleeping bags to keep warm during
the up coming winter months.

It was a day that we as veterans felt we have let out fellow veterans down by not realizing their plight and doing something long before
now. At the same time it was very uplifting to see the smiles on their faces and their heartfelt thanks as we handed them a blanket, gave them a smile and pleasant greeting, or lead them to the feeding tent.
	SDName: 
	GKName: Robert E Zeller
	PERCENTOFCOUNCIL: 80
	PERCENTSIGN: %


