Knights of Columbus — Mississippi Jurisdiction
Award Entry Form — Best Council of the Year

Instructions:

Complete the following areas and submit it to the State Programs Chairman before March 31 of each state year.
Additional paper may be used if space is not sufficient. You may also attach photographs, newspaper clippings, and
letters of accommodation or other special items for consideration of your council.

St Richard of Chichester 15131 Small

Council Name: Council Number: Council Size:

Explain why your council should be selected as this year’s Best Council of the Year:

It has been my privilege and pleasure to serve in the role of Grand Knight of a very outstanding and
active Knights of Columbus council. The best statement a Catholic man can make is to be visible as
active and involved in his community and in his parish. The membership of this council has
promoted the virtues of our Fraternal Order through active involvement in our parish and visible in
service throughout our city through community projects. This year, our council membership could be
found working the parish Habitat for Humanity project, repairing and beatifying parish grounds,
promoting vocations through our Msgr. Glynn Vocations Brunch, organizing and running the parish
4th of July Family Picnic, hosting our Lenten Friday Fish Fry’s, assisting local Pro-Life organizations,
raising funds for the Priest Education Fund, collecting over 2850 Ibs. of food for a local food pantry,
as well as many other projects, attaining a minimum of 8 activities in each of the six programs
disciplines throughout the year.

As we close out the State of Mississippi Fraternal Year, our council membership has demonstrated
strong growth achieving greater than 300% of our membership target and nearly doubling our target
for new insurance carrying members. We have also extended our reach through the formation of
two roundtables in the Yazoo City, and Belzoni.

In addition to being active Knights, our members are active in every part of the parish life including,
serving as Extraordinary Ministers, Ushers, Lectors, Choir Members, Youth Ministry, Retreat
Coordinators, Parish Council Members, Boy Scout Leaders, and Board Members of our parish
Catholic school. Our members are also active in various roles with in the community from political
officers, doctors, lawyers, business owners, and hold roles as coaches, mentors, and community
volunteers.

Through our Faith and Fraternity program we have hosted evening events such as an evening with
our seminarians, an information night on the 4th Degree, an evening learning about the roles and
services of Catholic Charities, and an evening of discussion the role and needs of The Center for
Pregnancy Choices a Pro-Life center ministering to women in the community. As these meetings
are open to all Catholic men, we have the opportunity to share our Faith and our Fraternal Order
with members of our parish as well as those from the other parishes in the area.

The council has worked side by side with the St. Vincent DePaul Society, Pro-Life organizations and
the local Catholic Schools through both financial and volunteer assistance contributions. We have
supported, worked with and encouraged our Catholic Boy Scouts, including supplying their religious
awards. We are active participants in the RSVP program and support both the Bishop R. O. Gerow
Priest Education Fund and the State Councils Pro-Life Fund.

Guy Heying Grand Knight

Submitted By: Position:
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