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 Brother Knights and families, as we con-
tinue to look forward and beyond the events of Sep-
tember 11, we note that other obstacles lie in our 
path to success and happiness.  Beyond Enron and 
economic problems, beyond family illnesses and 
untimely deaths, therein lies the window of opportu-
nity. Touched and led by the hand of God will men 
and women reach their destiny. We are often re-
minded that God will never give us more than we 
can bear.  By standing shoulder to shoulder as 
Knights and as Catholics, we will indeed reach our 
destiny and, in so doing, find true happiness and 
satisfaction. 

 Mississippians have persevered through 
all these difficulties and come through stronger and 

more focused than I have seen in some 
time.  Let us not lose this focus, rather let 
us continue to nurture and expound on our 
new enthusiasm and motivation.  Missis-
sippi has again risen to near the top of our 

division and is certainly one of the 
bright spots in our beloved Order. 
Please continue your optimism and 
outstanding efforts that make Missis-
sippi a true leader of Columbianism 
within our Order.  

 A reflection on some of our 
accomplishments:  reactivation of In-
dianola Council; activation of 32 
roundtables (seven more than our 
quota); submission of all Forms 185s, 
365s, and the first semi-annual audit 
reports; activation of one new Circle 
(Columbia-Tylertown) and a second 
one (Natchez) in a matter of months; 
and rising to second in our division and 
seventh in the Order in percentage gain.  
Most importantly, we established a goal 
of better communication and account-
ability that I believe this team has met.  
Our underlying principle was to make 
Mississippi councils stronger and not 
just larger.  We believe that we have 
succeeded in that area as well. 

 Have a great weekend, and 
enjoy your State Convention.  I look 
forward to seeing everyone in Hatties-
burg, April 26-28. 

    
 Vivat Jesus! 

 

 Tom Chady  

 State Deputy 

 We are fast approaching the end of the 
Lenten season and, with it, the celebration of 
the great Easter Triduum.  What an important 
and joyful time for us Catholics!  We celebrate 
with great ritual all that the Lord did for us.  He 
lived.  He died.  He rose. Alleluia! Our faith 
tells us that he will come again, and we will 
share his resurrected life.  Good News indeed! 

  Easter and the Easter season are par-
ticularly important to us, as they call us to re-
flect on our Baptism and how we are living out 
our faith as followers of the risen Lord.  Have 
you experienced the grace of conversion so 

essential to the season of Lent?  I hope so.  I 
hope all of you will offer prayers of thanks-
giving as you welcome catehumens and can-
didates into your respective parishes.  These 
people are living reminders to us of the im-
portance of this time of the Church year.  
Sometimes, we can take our faith for granted 
or become weak in our faith.  In any lived 
commitment, renewal is important.  For 
Catholics, this is that time.  As we renew our 
Baptismal promises, we restate our intentions 
to live as an Easter person.  We publicly pro-
claim that we will reject sin and the glamour 
of evil, and we reject Satan, the father of sin 

and darkness.  We promise to live as 
believers in God, followers of his 
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ and to 
rely on the power of their Holy 
Spirit.  What powerful promises! 

 May Easter and the Easter 
season be for you and your families 
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IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS ... 

 Msgr. John Francis Clerico 
Council 5267 and Assembly 1569 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church of Greenwood,  
contributed $1018 to the Supreme 
Knights of Columbus Heroes Fund.  
The Council also sponsored televi-

sion and radio spots for Keep 
Christ in Christmas, Teach, The 
Forgotten Person, and The Present 
Ever, plus a billboard on US High-
way 82 West with the Keep Christ 
in Christmas theme.   

GREENWOOD SUPPORTS HEROES FUND,MEDIA ADS, BILLBOARD 

Ronald Ola 

Deceased 

Bro. Victor Becker, Council 7915, Brookhaven 

Bro. Samuel Bejohn 

Diane Boyer, wife of Bro. Chuck Boyer, Council 
7211, Lumberton 

Bro. John G. Brauschle, Sr., Council 1244, Biloxi 

Cecelia Brochard, mother of Bro. Carl Brochard, 
DD12 

Bro. Nicholas Cirinich, Council 1244, Biloxi 

Bro. Paul Corrado, Council 8912, Corinth 

Bro. Norman Creel, Jr., Council 1244, Biloxi 

Bro. Joseph R. (Joe) Curro, Jr., Council 898, Vicks-
burg 

Earline Ducoté, mother-in-law of Bro. Tom Patin, 
Council 898, Vicksburg 

Dora Lavecchia, mother of Bro. Nick Lavecchia., 
Council 898, Vicksburg 

Bro. Paul Durham, Council 9409, West Biloxi 

Debra Everhardt, sister of Bro. Lloyd Everhardt, 
Council 7854, Clinton 

Mary Ford, mother of Bro. Buster Ford/grandmother 
of Bro. Bill Ford, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Bro. Raphael Franco, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Ellis Geer, Sr., father of Bro. Ellis (Bill) Geer, Coun-
cil 8912, Corinth 

Bro. Amos Le Jeune, Council 9543, Madison 

Bro. Evan Kay, Council 8912, Corinth 

Father of Bro. Jim Lambert, MFD 

Kathy Lubbers, wife of Bro. Ken Lubbers, Council 7120, 
Southaven 

Maggie Marabella, mother-in-law of Bro. Larry Miller, 
DD4 

Mother of Bro. Larry Miller, DD4 

Joseph Noe, father-in-law of Bro. Larry Campbell, State 
Priest Ed. Fund Chairman 

Bro. William Popernik, Council 10901, Oxford 

Mother of Bro. Ken Robinson, Council 1908, Hattiesburg 

Msgr. Jim Russell, Pass Christian 

Bro. William Schmidt, Council 9958, Lizana 

Bro. Joseph Skorija, Council 7120, Southaven 

Bro. Clement (Red) Schwierjohn, Council 7211, Lumber-
ton 

Bro. Gordon Spiers, Council 1583, Gulfport 

Bro. Lester Thompson, Sr., Council 1244, Biloxi 

Bro. Ed Weeks, Council 8912, Corinth 

 

Ill 

Terry Acosta, wife of Bro. Benny Acosta, Council 12166, 
Pascagoula 

Bro. Bob Alvarado, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Father Charles Boykins, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Elizabeth Brister, wife of Bro. Jerry Brister, Council 
12166, Pascagoula 

Bro. Joe Canizaro, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Carol Chady, Ladies Aux. State Credentials Chm./wife of 
Bro. Tom Chady, SD 

Doris Chady, mother of Bro. Tom Chady, SD 

Bro. Bobby Evans, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Continued on page 3 ... 
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The State Deputy, Member-
ship Director, and Ceremoni-
als Chairman have selected 
the following upcoming dates 
and locations for second and 
third degree exemplifications 
in our jurisdiction: 

Date         Location 

April 6                Oxford 

May 5                 Ocean Spgs. 

June 15                Jackson 848 

Honorees at each will be Pope 
John Paul II and a local Knight 
or member of the clergy.  
Contact the host Grand Knight 
to make arrangements. 

EXEMPLIFICATION 

SCHEDULE 

Mike Gilly, FM 

The Master, Mississippi Dis-
trict announces the follow-
ing fourth degree exemplifi-
cation: 

Date         Location 
June 1              Ocean Springs 

Please coordinate all Honor 
Guard activities or other 
Fourth degree programs 
with the Master, SK Jim Lam-
bert, 601-798-1915 

 

 Msgr. P.J. Carey Assembly 561 was the 
recipient of a "To Be a Patriot" Supreme award 
(described in detail  the last issue of the Magnolia 
Knight) at a January 19, 2002, banquet at the La-
Font Inn  in Pascagoula. This honor was one of 
only three such awards presented order-wide.  On 
hand for the presentation were Bishop Thomas 
Rodi of Biloxi and Sir Knight Bob Peters, Vice 
Supreme Master, Bienville Province.   The award 
was in recognition of the assembly’s honoring the 
17 deceased crew members of the ill-fated USS 
Cole who died as a result of a terrorist attack in th 
port of Aden. In the photo are several assembly 
officers are shown receiving the award from VSM 
Peters. 

 

Left to right, SKs John Albano, F. Capt.; Mike 
Gilly, F. Comp.; Peters; Bob Barr, PFN: and Ken 
Broussard, F. Purs.  Not pictured is SK Bobby 
Lowery, the current FN, who was unable to at-
tend. 

Father Patrick Farrell, Council 848, Jackson 

Bro. Paul Gospodarski, DD5 

Bro. Gene Hale, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Dorothy Halstead, mother of Bro. Tom Halstead, Council 
898, Vicksburg 

Bro. Tom Halstead, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Msgr. Thad Harkins, Port Gibson Roundtable 

Holly Halstead Harris, sister of Bro. Tom Halstead , Coun-
cil 898, Vicksburg 

Bro. Edmond LaDouceur, Council 12166, Pascagoula 

Melissa , step-daughter of Bro. Matt McGahan, Council 
11541, Gulfport 

Mother of Father Thomas McGing, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Bro. Jesse Quinn, Jr., PSD, Council 5267, Greenwood 

Father Peter Quinn, Biloxi 

Bro. Walter Reynolds, Council 898, Vicksburg 

Bro. Bill Rigby, Council 9409, West Biloxi 

Suzanne Rottman, wife of Bro. Greg Rottman,  State Web-
master 

Father Martin Ruane, Council 8038, Pearl 

Caroline Salassi, Pres., Council 898 Ladies Aux., Vicksburg 

Mother-in-law of Bro. Danny Smith, Council 12166, Pasca-
goula 

Bro. David Upchurch, Council 10433, Grenada 

Trisha Waggoner, wife of Bro, Bill Waggoner, Council 
12166, Pascagoula 

In Need of Our Prayers cont. from page 2 
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A small group of individuals can 
make a powerful statement about the 
sanctity of life.  We do not have enough 
Catholic men in St. Joseph Parish, Port 
Gibson, to form a council; instead, we are 
a Roundtable associated with Vicksburg 
Council.  We, nevertheless, wanted to take 
a positive stand for life in our own parish 
and community. 

What better way to accomplish 
our goal than a Monument to the Unborn!  
After initial approval of the concept more 

than a year ago by our Pastor, we began to plan 
our project.  A site on the church grounds was 
selected.  We ordered a statue of Madonna of the 
Street from Autom Supply, along with a granite 
monument from Martin Marble and Granite Works. 
We then installed surrounding stones and plants - a 
most fitting memorial. 

Next, we addressed sources of funding.  
We sold Keep Christ in Christmas@ cards at 
Masses, at parish functions, community functions, 
and at special events.  We also solicited contribu-
tions from Knights here and from South Texas 

Council 3493, a sister council, from parishioners, auxil-
iary members, and friends.  When enough funding was 
secured, the statue was ordered from a nationally 
known firm, and the monument from a nearby supplier.  
The Brothers supplied the labor to complete the project.  
Dedication was held in March 2002, complete with an 
Honor Guard.  We believe that this is one of the finest 
memorials of its kind in Mississippi made possible by a 
small group of highly motivated Knights dedicated to 
protecting the sanctity of life. 

Nolan Salassi 

 Vicksburg Assembly 558 held 
a bingo fundraiser (chaired by FN Jack 
Farren) and raised $600 to purchase a 
20-by-30-ft U.S flag to fly over the old 
Mississippi River bridge at Vicksburg on 
the Louisiana-Mississippi line. Over the 
past several, different organizations and 
individuals in the community have 
participated in flag purchases. 

 Greenville has an even 

anyway! This size flag, which flies over 
military post headquarters, was too large 
for the pole at the armory but has been 
used for many community functions in 
Greenville, at a St. Joseph homecoming 
and at several Fourth Degree exemplifica-
tions around the state.  GK Hill and the 
huge flag are shown in the accompanying 
photo. 

larger 38-by-60-ft garrison flag, 
ordered by mistake back about 15 
years ago when GK James Hill, then 
a supply sergeant for the local 
National Guard unit, placed an order 
for a 5-by-9-ft flag.  His supply 
clerk inadvertently filled in the 
incorrect item number on purchase 
order.  When Hill received the order 
and noticed one 14-in. star, he 
alerted his sergeant major, who told 
him to sign for accept the shipment Greenville GK  James Hill and flag. 

 The Knights of Columbus 
launched the Refund Support Voca-
tions Program (RSVP) in 1981 to fos-
ter a greater awareness of vocations 
and to create a direct link between 
Knights of Columbus entities and 
seminarians or postulants. Each $500 
contributed by a council or assembly 
to a single eligible individual nets a 

$100 refund from Supreme.  Circles contribut-
ing $100 per individual seminarian receive a 
$20 refund. 

 On January 3, 2002, five Mississippi 
Councils, 802, Meridian; 848, Jackson; 2180, 
Laurel; 6872, Picayune; and 8285, Jackson, 
contributed a total of $9,440 and received 
awards and refund checks in the amount of 

$1,800. In addition, two circles, 81, Vicks-
burg; and 2582, Ocean Springs, each re-
ceived $20 for their individual contributions 
of $100.  These councils and circles were 
recognized for their support of eleven indi-
vidual seminarians during the 2000-2001 
fraternal year.  We hope that more coun-
cils, assemblies, and circles will be involved 
in this important program.      

Refund Support Vocations Program 

Natchez Squires 
 Ricky Warren, DD7 

 Sponsorship of a 
Squires circle has been a dream 
of Bishop R.O. Gerow Council 
1034, Natchez, for some time.  
On February 24, 2002, that 
dream came one step closer to 

reality when eight Natchez boys 
were received in an investiture 
conducted by Father Mullin Cir-
cle 81 at Vicksburg. 

 The new Squires are Lee 
Best, Jay Foggo, Mark La Fran-

cis, Curtis Maier, Garrett Maier, Jer-
emy Sanders, Matthew Sanders, and 
Chandler Warren.  They will be eligi-
ble to charter a new circle when two 
more boys are inducted. 
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 Father Mullin Circle 81 of Vicksburg led 
the Mississippi jurisdiction for the period, July 1, 
2001, through January 1, 2002, with three new 
squires.  Circle 2852 of Ocean Springs then became 
the leading State circle during the period that ended 
February 1, 2002, by recruiting eight members . 
More exemplifications are scheduled, and a new 
circle in Natchez is close to being realized.  We sa-
lute these fine young men and their leaders, who 

 Congratulations to Frank and Carol Pasquini, Council 5654, 
Ocean Springs, and to Clarence and Patty Fox, Council 12166, Pasca-
goula, for being selected Supreme Families of the month for Novem-
ber; to Jerry and Lynn Boland, Council 898, Vicksburg, and to Charles 
and Ann Mink, Council 4898, Long Beach, the December honorees; 
and to John and Nelda Bennett, Council 802, Meridian, and to Joe and 
Mikki Tull, Council 10901, Oxford, who were honored in January.  We 
salute all these fine Catholic families.  

Supreme Families of the Month, November - January 

Going to the Movies ... 
 GKs Patrick Veltman, Council 4472, Pass Christian, and John Leonhard , Council 11995, 
West Harrison, were among 100 GKs recruiting at least one knight during December, who were se-
lected by Supreme to receive a Blockbuster Video Card;  January and February winners were Gary 
McFayden, Council 6765, Starkville, and  (again!) John Leonhard , Council 11995, West Harrison, 
respectively.  Our congratulations to these Brothers! 

Gerald Schmuck 

Membership Director 

 Congratulations to our 
Mississippi Knights on meeting or 
exceeding membership goals. Thus 
far, 31 Roundtables have been es-
tablished (goal 25).  Councils  
should submit a Form 2629, “Report 
of Roundtable Coordinator,”  for 
each parish they represent.  

 As of February 28, 2002, 
27 councils have reached or ex-
ceeded State goals, with 11 reach-
ing Top Gun (T.G.) status, making 
the net gain  (N.G.) be 244 (goal 
226).   

 #  Goal T. G.  N.G. 

  848  4   8  7 

  898 10 20 22 

1244  10 20 16 

2134   5 10   9 

2180   5 10   6 

2969   8 16  11 

4472   2  4   3 

5556   7 14 11 

5654   7 14 14 

6592   3  6 12 

6872   4  8 10 

7974   2  4  3 

8038   3  6  3 

8054   2  4  3 

8848   6 12 12 

8912   2  4  9 

9094   5 10 13 

9124   5 10  6 

9409   5 10 14 

9543   7 14 13 

10216  3  6 20 

10443  2  4  3 

10499  4  8   4 

11904  2  4  2 

11934 2 4  4 

11995 2 4 5 

12271 2 4 3 

 Several councils have 
also met or exceeded Supreme 
goals (since July 1, 2001) 

# Goal Net Gain 

2969  7 11 

5556  9 11 

5654  8 14 

6592  5 12 

7120  5  9 

8848  8 11 

9094 6 12 

9124  6  6 

9409  6 12 

10216 5 14 

11995 5  5 
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 The State Council website can be seen at http://www.ms-kofc.org/, while other KofC websites  in Mississippi are listed at 

 http://www.ms-kofc.org/898/counlink.htm#ms. Councils are encouraged to develop websites, and limited help plus some webspace are avail-
able.  Please do not hesitate to contact to the State Council Webmaster, Brother Greg Rottman, rottang@vicksburg.com, or to the Editor, 
Brother Tony Dardeau, DARDEAUEA@aol.com, who assists Brother Rottman.  Also, we ask that you report any new Mississippi KofC web-

sites or website corrections, so that the directories can be kept current.  We plan to continually update the State website, so that it will useful and user friendly. 

Remember that the Magnolia Knight  is your State Council newsletter.  You are encouraged to report on 
your activities so that the rest of us will know about them and profit from what you have accomplished.  
To contact your editor: 

E.A. (Tony) Dardeau, Jr., Editor, Magnolia Knight 

12 Crestwood 

Vicksburg, MS  39180-6244; 601/638-3702; e-mail:  DARDEAUEA@aol.com 

Note: Deadline for the July 2002 issue is June 15, 2002 

 

Fred L. Westbrook, Sr.,  Council 5654 Ocean Springs, now has a website.  It’s URL  is http://www.geocities.com/kc5654/.   

The Magnolia Knight is now online.  On the main webpage for the Mississippi State Council:  http://www.ms-kofc.org/, click on Magnolia Knight newsletter (.pdf).  
We have done this so that all Brothers with access to the Internet will be able to view the current issue.  An Adobe Acrobat Reader is required. 

Effective February 1, 2002, 
councils in the Jackson and Meridian areas 
have a new Field Agent.  Bro. Kenn Rains, a 
member of Jackson's St. Therese Council 
8285, who presently serves as Magnolia 
Knight Contributing Editor and State Good of 
the Order Chairman, will be available to 
serve the fraternal benefit needs of Brother 
Knights of his home council plus Councils 
802, Meridian; 848, Jackson; 7854, Clinton; 
8038, Pearl; 9543, Madison; 10216 Brandon; 
and 11934, Gluckstadt. 

Kenn and your other agents can 
provide updated information on your frater-

nal benefits and the various insurance 
programs provided by the Knights of 
Columbus.  Your agents are available to 
serve you and your families.  If you have 
questions about your fraternal benefits 
or insurance or if you are ready to re-
view your current coverage, please don’t 
wait for your agent to call you.  Call and 
schedule a visit in the near future. You 
may contact Bro. Kenn by mail at 1137 
Pennock Place, Terry, MS  39170-8076; 
home telephone - 601/878-2157; Cell 
phone - 601/260/6503; E-mail:  
kerains@juno.com 

Jerry Woods, FIC, General Agent 
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Source:  Bro. Tim Hickey, Editor, Columbia, 203-772-2130, x 303, 
tim.hickey@kofc-supreme.com, Supreme website: http://

 An initiation fee of $20 is now collected from each new Knight, with $16 go-
ing to the State Council and the remaining $4 being kept by the host First Degree 
council to cover the cost of candidate kits.  The initiation must accompany the 
Form 100. 

Initiation Fees 

December 2001 - College Councils - a College Council Bulletin, special edition 2001 and College Council Development Guidelines were distrib-
uted to DDs to assist them in starting, maintaining, or reactivating a college council.  Cyril Embril (Cyril.Embril@kofc-supreme.org) is the Program 
Consultant at Supreme assigned to handle college council development.  The guidelines give a step-by-step procedure for establishing a council on 
a college campus. 

December 20, 2001 - Advertising Campaign - At the Mid-Winter Meeting of State Deputies and General Agents held at Hilton Head, SC, Su-
preme Knight Carl Anderson announced a national media campaign. This campaign consisted of a 30-second television advertisement, "Shoulder to 
Shoulder," designed to create or supplement an awareness of our Order among viewers and to make the name "Knights of Columbus more widely 
known in North American households. 

January 11, 2002 - World Youth Day Pledge - The Order pledged $1 million to support World Youth Day in Toronto, July 23-26.  Included will 
be a visit of Pope John Paul II.  The Knights' gift will be used to fund the venue where the sacrament of reconciliation will be offered. Receiving the 
initial $250,000 payment from Supreme Knight Anderson was Basilian Father Thomas Rosica, CEO and National Director of the event.  Also in 
attendance were Cardinal James Stafford, President of the Pontifical Congress for the Laity and lead Vatican organizer for World Youth Day, and 
Cardinal Aloysius Ambrozic of Toronto. 

February 22, 2002 - Church in China - Supreme Knight Anderson praised President Bush "for making the subject of religious freedom a center-
piece of his trip to China."  He stated, "while China has recently made Impressive gains economically, it must now work to make similarly impres-
sive gains in guaranteeing its people basic human rights, especially the freedom of religion.  … We endorse President Bush's call for Chinese the 
leadership to open contact with the Vatican, to free imprisoned Church leaders, and to end official persecution of Catholics so that they may openly 
and without fear, practice their religion."   

February 22, 2002 - Opposition to Anti-Catholic Slanders - Supreme Knight Anderson applauded opposition expressed by prominent Jewish 
leaders to recent anti-Catholic statements linking Pope Pius XII and the Vatican to Nazi atrocities. He stated, "Catholics should welcome and have 
nothing to fear from an honest and open inquiry into the role of Pope Pius XII and the Vatican during World War II.  However, polemical attacks 
under the guise of such inquiry, attacks that badly presume the Church's complicity in Nazi atrocities against the Jews, are to be rejected outright." 

February 28, 2002 - Vatican Laity Council - Pope John Paul II has named Supreme Knight Anderson as one of 24 members to the Vatican’s Laity 
Council, the only American in this latest group. 

March 4, 2002 - Top Insurance Rating - The Knights of Columbus received another A++ rating (Superior) for the 27th consecutive year from 
A.M. Best.  Growth in membership and the expanding network of local councils were among the reasons cited.  Insurance sales have been part of 
the order's program since its founding in 1882, and the total amount of insurance in force exceeds $43 billion.  Supreme Knight Anderson attributed 
the Order's success to "excellence on the part of our agents, our products, and our home office staff."  

 During the period, September 8, 2000, - September 8, 2001, the Our Lady of Guadalupe icon traveled around the state.  
There were 32 programs involving 960 participants.  Thanks to everyone who made this successful  event possible. 

Bob Leo, State Council/Marian Hour of Prayer Dir. 



the Magnolia Knight 
A publication of the Mississippi State Council 

Knights of Columbus 

1137 Pennock Place 

Terry, MS 39170-8670 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Terry, MS 

Permit # 1 

Protect your future with insurance plans that 
pay you dividends now and guarantee you a 
source of income when you retire 

The future starts tomorrow.  Contact me today. 

Jerry Woods – FIC General Agent 

558 Hillcrest 

Cleveland, MS  38732-2025 

(662) 846-6308; jwoods@cableone.net 

Generation after generation, the best 
protection your family can  have 
 

Knights of Columbus 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Serving Knights and their families for over a century 

Knights of Columbus find 
strength through their 

common faith in God and 
their love of family. 

 

The Knights of Columbus 
insurance program pro-
vides Knights and their 

families affordable finan-
cial security. 




