
State Deputy Jim McCraw 

I had the pleasure of attending the official launch of the Holy Family 
Traveling icon at St. Therese in Jackson just before Christmas. State 
Chaplain Msgr Elvin Sunds was the celebrant at the preceding mass. 
Many of those present were KC families and were impressed with an 
impressive honor guard. His homily was focused on family. He was 
directing it to me. 
 
Last month we talked about indifference and the harm it causes not 
just in society but even at our supper table. One of my favorite TV 
shows is Blue Bloods. The Reagan family gathers each Sunday after 
mass for lunch as a family. No plates on coffee tables or in a lap. They 
all sit around the family table and pray our traditional blessing. Topics 
usually float between honor, integrity and the sometimes heavy 

burden of doing the right thing.  Sometimes tempers flare and feelings get hurt, just like at home. The 

one constant is their love for one another.  In every instance, things are resolved within sixty minutes.  
In real life, those hurts and resentments can for run years before they are addressed. Some continue 
after one of the parties dies. More often a healing begins as the result of a wedding or a funeral. The 

funeral is when folks reflect on their own mortality and see how insignificant that offense really was.   
Pope Francis has declared this to be a Year of Mercy. How fitting that we are able to condense his 
powerful message in that announcement to two words: Forgiveness and Confession. 
 

Both are good for your health. 
 

As we begin this wonderful New Year, it’s important to set goals. 
 

Mine are simple: Welcome 225 good Catholic men into the Knights. Establish 50 Roundtables. Bring 
the Holy Family icon to 125 churches. Attend mass with our Mississippi Knights on Bikes at a mission 
church. 
 

Let us celebrate the servant’s heart of so many brother knights and their families who have 
volunteered to help the tornado victims in Holly Springs. Special thanks to our Disaster Response 
team! 
 

Remember… you are important. You have the opportunity to make a difference. Whenever the 
congregation sings “Here I Am Lord” They are singing it for and to you. Listen with your heart. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
 

Jim 
 

Congratulations to Fr. Martin Gillespie, Holy Trinity Church, Columbia upon his appointment as 
State Father Prior for the Columbian Squires in Mississippi. 

 

Congratulations to Former District Deputy Joe Suhanin upon his appointment as Star Council 
Director. Joe will coordinate with State Program Director Guy Heying, local councils and 
district deputies to help them achieve Star Council. His goal is 25.  
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”Strengthening    

Catholic Families.”  

 The Magnolia Knight 
 Serving the Mississippi Jurisdiction of the Knights of Columbus 

From Our State Deputy, Jim McCraw 

Here I am Lord  



Pray your rosary daily. Love your family. 

Support your priest. 
 
Venerable Father McGivney… Pray for 

us. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Jim 

 
 

 

Knight-Day Program Rolled Out In Meridian 

 Holy Savior Council 7854 In Clinton Provides Parish Support 
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Holy Savior Council 7854 member Arnie Senger completing a council project by repairing the benches at both entrances 

to the church with new lumber.  
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State Fr. Prior Gets Surprise Visit 

 Newly appointed State Father Prior, Father Martin 

Gillespie welcomed State Deputy Jim McCraw and 

Jay Gamble, State President of the Mississippi 

Knights on Bikes to Holy Trinity Catholic Church in 

Columbia. The purpose of the visit was to discuss 

the future of the Columbian Squires in Mississippi 

and challenges in small parishes with changing 

demographics. Jay is also Chief Counselor of the 

Father Peter Mockler Circle in Waveland. 

  

As a passionate Harley owner/rider himself, Father 

G, was very interested hear plans for a Knights on 

Bikes Ride to St. Michael Catholic Church in 

Paulding. Established in 1843, it is the second 

oldest in the state and played a significant role in 

the growth of the Church in Mississippi.  The ride 

would include a mass and meal provided by area 

councils.  

 

For more information on Mississippi Knights on Bikes, Contact: Jay Gamble at jay.gamble@bellsouth.net or their 

website: www.knightsonbikesms.com .  

State Warden Council Position To Be Filled At State Convention 

The position of State Warden will vacant on July 1, 2016. If you are interested, plan to have your name 
nominated during the Sunday Session at the State Convention to be held in Natchez April 22 – 24, 
2016. 
Responsibilities are as follows; 

Responsible for the up keep and yearly inventory of all state property 
Assist the State Deputy in selecting and securing council halls or parish halls to hold the meet-

ing. 
Responsible for setting up all meeting rooms per protocol 
Ensure host Council serves a meal. 
Flags are in place in correct line up. 
Head table and name plates are set as per protocol 
Work with District Deputies to act as inside and outside guards when needed. 
Audio and video equipment needs are met 
Balloting materials are available, when needed. 
If new State Council Jewels are required, make sure that the State Secretary has ordered them 

and are available for the installation. 
And other as assigned. 

If you have and questions, please call any State Officer or the current Warden Mike Kassouf. 
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Dear Brother Knight, 
 
Your action is needed to urge Congress to protect the rights of conscientious objectors to abortion, 
sterilization, and contraception.  
 

Real protection is possible, but Congress needs to hear from you today as they consider a measure 
that could become law before the end of the year.  
 

The Abortion Non-Discrimination Act (ANDA) provides conscientious objectors a means for protecting 
their conscience rights through legal action. Contact your members of Congress to support ANDA . 
 

Immediate action is necessary. Right now, Catholic schools and institutions are being forced to cover 
abortion—even late-term abortion—in their health plans. Right now, Catholic health professionals are 
being coerced into participation in abortion, sterilization, and contraception in violation of federal law.  
 

Contact your elected representatives today and ask them to support ANDA. Thank you for doing your 
part to protect conscience rights and to build a Culture of Life. 
 

Fraternally,  
 

Carl A. Anderson  
Supreme Knight  

Knights of Columbus 
1 Columbus Plaza 
New Haven, CT 06510 

(203) 752-4000  

Prayer For Persecuted Christians 

Christians in the Middle East face persecution simply for their belief in the one who taught us to love one 
another. Despite the genocidal persecution against them, they continue to be an inspiration as they remain true 
to their faith and bear witness to the love of God and neighbor. Yet, regardless of their great witness, they 
need solidarity and support. 
 
One way we are helping is through the Knights of Columbus Christian Refugee Relief Fund, which has 
contributed more than $4.5 million. These contributions have provided food, clothing, shelter and medical care 
to refugees. Individuals can contribute to this fund by visiting christiansatrisk.org and making a direct 
contribution. 
 
Along with financial support, Knights and their families are encouraged to pray for persecuted Christians. To 
aid in this, the new Prayer for Persecuted Christians prayer card (#10340) is now available. This prayer 
card is available in packs of 100 cards for $3 per order, shipping charges included, and can be obtained by 
sending a completed Form #1 to the Supply Dept. via mail, fax (800-266-6340), or email to supply@kofc.org. 
You may also order the cards by mailing a check, payable to the Knights of Columbus and addressed to: 

Knights of Columbus, Supply Department, 78 Meadow Street, New Haven, CT 06519. 
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Holy Savior KC Annual 
Christmas Social was held 
Dec 9th at the parish hall 
and great fun was enjoyed 
by all. Jim Sharp added a 
touch of festive seasonal 
decor to the hall. Everyone 
brought a covered dish 
which complimented a 
variety of meats such as 
pulled pork, chicken and 
pork loin that were cooked 
by DGK Steve Miller. A 
variety of desserts were also 
shared.  

Holy Savior Clinton Council And Ladies Auxiliary Hold Christmas Social 

“ It is our duty to help 
every mother in need.” 
 

                            Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight    

Santa & Mrs. Claus Visits Parish Christmas Pageant 

Santa and Mrs. Claus made a surprise visit to the Holy 
Sprit Christmas Pageant.  Knights from Council 7120 

have formed a Round Table at the church in Hernando.   

Council 7120 member, Jimmy Terry donned the suit of 
the jolly old fellow and his wife, Susan played to role of 

Mrs. Claus. 
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You have been selected to participate in this webinar due to your important leadership position in the Knights of 

Columbus.  This session will be geared toward Earning the Star Council Award and will focus on the following: 

 

•    Planning and Conducting Charitable Service Outreach Programs 

•    Implementing Effective Recruitment/Retention Strategies and Welcoming New Members 

•    Keeping Current with Administrative and Financial Obligations 

 

This training session will take place on Saturday, Jan. 23, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Please click here to 

register for this event. 

 

We encourage you to register for this webinar even if you cannot view the entire presentation. 

 

If you have questions regarding this event, please call Gary Nolan, vice president for Fraternal Training and 

Ceremonials, at 203-752-4347. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

 

Gary R. Nolan 

Vice President for Fraternal Training and Ceremonials 

Knights Of Columbus Leadership Webinar 

 

VISIT THE STATE WEBSITE FOR ALL THINGS STATE CONVENTION 
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 State Mid-Year Leadership Meeting Held in Jackson 

Mississippi was honored to have Vice President of Training and Ceremonials, Gary Nolan, and our Membership and Program 
Consultant, Joe Ramirez attend this meeting. Much of our focus was on training, Building the Domestic Church: Strengthening the 
Parish and the Holy Family icon and inviting good Catholic men to become members of the Knights of Columbus. Bishop Joseph 
Kopacz addressed the attendees at lunch, praising the KCs for their many good works and stressed the importance of being even more 

involved within the parish.   
Brother Nolan played a major role in producing the latest Success Planner which all agreed is very useful. When asked how many DDs 
brought their planner… the response was outstanding. A special photo was taken with Gary demonstrating the commitment of 

Mississippi’s district deputies.  
At the conclusion on Sunday, the District Deputies gave updates on their districts and talked about how we will grow the state through 

increased first degrees, more opportunities for members to advance through the Second and Third degrees within the first year of 

membership. All agreed it is important for each council to establish and rely on an effective retention committee.    
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 Volunteer Reception Center Called Into Action 

Wednesday, December 23, 2015 a strong line of storms raced across several states leaving a path of 
destruction that resulted in several deaths as well as a wide track of homes damaged, some even completely 
destroyed.  One of the areas that received a great deal of damage is Holly Springs, MS.  A reported EF-4 
tornado with multiple vortices swept through the area in the late afternoon devastating multiple areas of 

Holly Springs and surrounding Marshall County. 
After the storm passed and dawn broke families, first responders, and other law enforcement agencies began 
to understand the enormity of the situation at hand.  The local Emergency Management Agency (EMA) was 
quick to respond by signaling for help for the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) as well as 

other state-wide agencies. 
On Christmas Day, realizing the need for manpower, Kathryn Replogle, Disaster Services Coordinator with 
Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service/ Volunteer Mississippi contacted Knights of Columbus Past 
State Deputy Jerry Schmuck, who is also the K of C State Disaster Response Director, and asked if the 
Knights would be able to establish a Volunteer Reception Center (VRC) in Holly Springs to support the relief 

effort. 
The purpose of the VRC is to document unaffiliated volunteers who want t0 lend their time and skills to 
disaster relief needs but are not a member of any specific group.  MCVS and other state and federal agencies 
require that the unaffiliated volunteers be registered to track man hours worked, where volunteers are 
working, what type of work they are doing, what type of equipment is being used, etc.  It also mandates that 

the volunteers go through safety training to help prevent injury in the field. 
Once properly registered, the VRC deploys the volunteers to different areas of need based on their skill sets.  
The VRC tracks the progress of all ongoing work that it has set in motion.  The VRC also will provide daily 

statistics to government agencies for their tracking purposes. 
PSD Schmuck set the ball in motion and on Saturday, December 26 the VRC was up and running.  Knights 
from several districts and many more councils have stepped up to staff the VRC as well as volunteer in the 

field helping residents remove debris, place tarps on roofs, and more. 
The VRC is expected to operate for 1-2 weeks and more volunteers are needed daily to help staff the VRC 
located at the First Baptist Church Activity Center at 190 E. College Ave. located 2 blocks east of the square 
in Holly Springs.  No particular skills or tools are needed for the office work and training will be done as 
needed and the volunteers matched to duties they are able to perform.  Work crews will also be dispatched 
as additional homes are assessed and identified along the path of the tornado damage on the south and east 

sides of Holly Springs.   
For additional information contact Jerry Schmuck at (228)861-3459. 
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Volunteer Reception Center Called Into Action 
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Volunteer Reception Center Called Into Action 

State Deputy Jim McCraw and Council 7120 GK 
Ted Lander met up with a couple from B’nai 
B’rith’s Disaster Response team and shot a few 
photos. One ended up on their national blog 
today. http://www.bnaibrith.org/press-releases/
archives/12-2015 
  

Lander explains how assignments are made and 
the importance of having a signed agreement 
allowing Volunteer Mississippi to remove debris & 
tarp a roof before volunteers can assist. 
  

L/R Jim McCraw, State Deputy; Harold Steinberg, 
B’nai B’rith Disaster Response and Ted Lander, 
Grand Knight, Council 7120 in Southaven. Lander 
was Field Coordinator over multiple crews of 
volunteers. 
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Holy Savior Council From Clinton Leads Christmas Parade 

Knights from Holy Savior were asked to lead the Annual Christmas Parade in Clinton on December 5th.  
This is the third consecutive year to have this honor. Thanks to all the Knights who participated and to the 

City of Clinton for allowing the Knights to lead the parade. 

The Clinton Knights do such a great job that the City of Raymond requested that these men come lead their 
parade on December 11th as well.  This was the first year that the Knights participated in the Raymond 

parade. 

Council Member Adam Martino, Worthy Sir Knights Steve 
Miller, Allen Scott and Worthy State Master Bill O'Connor 

Worthy Sir Knights Bill Hetrick, Chris Callegan and Jim           
Sharp 

The best gifts are often those that are unexpected, unrequested, not able to be exchanged or returned and often those that require 

some sharing of time and/or energy.   These are some of the best gifts I saw given over the past weekend: 
 

• Family of five that travelled from Ohio to assist with disaster cleanup including a teenage daughter who helped while in a 
walking boot and smiling the entire time. 

 

• Volunteers ranging in age from 7 to 70 and from various Judeo and Christian faith traditions working together and sharing 
their talents and gifts while giving glory and gratitude to our same heavenly Father.    

 

• BBQ teams and mid-south area restaurants serving 100s of meals to volunteers.  
 

• Volunteers with construction experience meeting homeowners, assessing damage to over 25 homes and assigning follow up 
work to volunteer teams with chain saws, tractors, ladders to  remove downed trees from homes, water damaged house 
debris, and tarping damaged roofs to protect livable homes from further wind and rain damage.  

 

• Brother Knights coming together from all areas of Mississippi including Gulfport, Tupelo, Corinth, Southaven, Olive Branch, 
Senatobia, Oxford and Jackson to spread mercy to those in need, work together in the VRC, in the field, celebrating Mass 

together and sharing Communion on Sunday.  
The VRC is expected to operate for 1-2 weeks and more volunteers are needed daily to help staff the VRC located at the First Baptist 

Church Activity Center at 190 E. College Ave. located 2 blocks east of the square in Holly Springs.  No particular skills or tools are 

needed for the office work and training will be done as needed and the volunteers matched to duties they are able to perform.  Work 

crews will also be dispatched as additional homes are assessed and identified along the path of the tornado damage on the south and 

east sides of Holly Springs.  For additional information contact Jerry Schmuck at (228)861-3459. 

Christmas In Holly Springs 
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Programs At-A-Glance 
 

Jack Jennings, Editor, Magnolia Knight 
457 Waldrop Rd 

Senatobia, MS  38668 
magnoliaknight@kofc-ms.org 

In Service To One, In Service To All. 

 

ORDER MATERIAL 
 

• COATS FOR KIDS 
 
• MARCH FOR LIFE (Philippines) 
 
• ORDERWIDE CHURCH DRIVE 
 
 

 
PROMOTE ACTIVITY 

 
• FORTY CANS FOR LENT 
 
 

 
CONDUCT ACTIVITY 

 
• COATS FOR KIDS 
 
• CORPORATE COMMUNION 
 
• FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
• MARCH FOR LIFE/WALK FOR LIFE (US-West) 
 
• SUSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS POSTER 

CONTEST 
 
 
 
 

2015 2016 
State Program Directors 


