
State Deputy Jim McCraw 

Alleluia… Alleluia … The Lord has risen! We have now celebrated 
the Resurrection, the very foundation of our Catholic faith. We 
listened to the reading of the Passion and reflected on the agony 
and willingness of Jesus Christ to offer his body up for our sins. 
For us. God’s only son.  In this Year of Mercy, we talked about 

reaching out to each of our brother knights, new and old.  
 

Do not wait for leaders; do it alone, person to person – 

Mother Teresa 
 

On March 9, 2016, we lost a great friend to the Knights of 
Columbus, a member for over 65 years and a preacher of the 
Gospel. Bishop William Houck died at the age of 89 leaving behind 

a beautiful legacy of leadership and faith. He made no bones about his support for the Knights and 
his extreme pleasure when councils began to form within parishes. The latest initiative of further 

integration into the parish was something he felt a responsibility in promoting.  
 

On Easter Sunday we lost another great spiritual leader in Mother Angelica. I watched her 
beautiful mass of resurrection and was moved by the words of praise for her and all the hierarchy 
able to concelebrate the mass including Archbishops Chaput and Olmstead.  The Knights were 
represented by Past Supreme Knight Virgil Dechant and a wonderful honor guard led by Alabama 
District Master Steve Koach. Many of you were part of Mother’s fledgling EWTN, providing much 
needed dollars to stay on the Air. Her vision and dream are today a powerful influence in the 
media world insuring the Catholic message and teachings are presented in a positive way. 

Donations continue to be needed.  
 

As we prepare for the State Convention in Natchez, April 22-24, I was pleased to hear Bishop 
Houck will be honored. Imagine that booming voice thanking his knights for their generosity and 
“keep up the good work”. He would be pleased to know we will consecrate the Holy Family 

during the Sunday mass.  
 

I am pleased to announce that Supreme Director Michael Wills and his wife Kathy are our 
Supreme representatives this year. Mike served as state deputy for Tennessee while Jerry 

Schmuck was our state deputy. Make a point to meet Mike and Kathy during the convention. 
April begins the final quarter for the Supreme year. My main goals are for you to attain Star 
Council Award, our District Deputies to attain Star District and to have every parish recorded as 
having a KC liaison. That means a council or a roundtable. Your DDs tell me most are already 
covered so we’ll be helping you to submit the paperwork.  Joe Jones will be in touch with each 

grand knight.  
 

Bob Leo intends to increase the number of parishes that hold a Holy Family icon prayer service.  

That’s a realistic goal since we’ll have most of them affiliated in some fashion with a council.  
We rarely talk about Circle of Honor but it’s the state version of Star Council and Star 
District. We attained it last in 2007 and 2008 when Danny Lechner was state deputy. Mississippi 
is on track to do it this year but it will require everyone to be membership active. Working 
together striving for Star Council and Star District will be the key. Every man you recruit or 
reinstate between now and June 30 is another step towards earning a credit for your supreme 

per capita for July and January. It also counts toward your new state program goals.   
I look forward to seeing each of you in Natchez, brothers. Let’s end this year on Fire! 

Jim 

April 2016 Volume XVI Issue IV 

Inside this issue:  

Council News 

Prayer Requests From 

Supreme Council 

Insurance Agency Article 

Recent Degree News 

Council Challenge 2 

Persecution Of Christians 

Keep Christ In Christmas 

Poster Contest Winners 

Bishop William R. Houck 

Mississippi Flooding 

State Marshall’s Meeting 

Membership & Recruiting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

”Strengthening    

Catholic Families.”  

 The Magnolia Knight 
 Serving the Mississippi Jurisdiction of the Knights of Columbus 

From Our State Deputy, Jim McCraw 

Knights Of  Fire!   



Pray your rosary daily. Love your family. 

Support your priest. 
 
Venerable Father McGivney… Pray for 

us. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Jim 

 
 

 Keep Christ In Christmas Poster Contest Winners Announced 
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 State winners in the Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest are Noah B. Camba from Council 6765 
in the 5-7 year old division, Eliza Artigues from Council 6765 in the 8-10 year old division, and Jessalyn 
Cain from Council 11654 in the 11-14 year old division.  We will award 

plaques at the Convention.  

 

 March 13, 2016 Council 7087, Fr Denis council hosted a 3rd degree ceremony.   There were 14 
candidates from 8 different councils and 3 different districts that transitioned into full Knighthood by 
completing their third degree. 

Third Degree Exemplification Held In Kiln 
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Holy Savior Knights Sponsor St Patrick Day Party 

 The Knights of Columbus Holy Savior Council sponsored a St Patrick Day Party March 12th.  KC 
members, their families, and parishioners from Holy Savior enjoyed great food and fellowship at the 
St. Patrick Day Party which was sponsored by the KC's. Several side dishes complimented the corned 
beef and pork loin and tasteful desserts topped off the main course.  
 

The hall was decorated in a St. Patrick Day theme which added to the spirit of the festive occasion! 
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Ten Reasons For Life Insurance For Your Child 

1. To let your child enjoy the benefit of a low rate … Everyone knows that life insurance premiums increase 

 with age because of the increase in death rates. Every year of delay in taking out insurance means an in

 crease in the cost per dollar of protection or a reduction in the amount of insurance a premium dollar 

 will buy. 
 

2. To provide help in learning foresight and thrift … It is the function of the schools to teach your child to 

 think and to accumulate knowledge. It is the function of the home to help the child develop good 

 character and values. 
 

3. To help in selecting the first policy … The life insurance way of foresight and thrift represents a long-term 

 investment. It is important for you to give your child the benefit of your knowledge of the purposes and 

 advantages of the various forms of policies. 
 

4. To provide a policy that will mature early in life … One of the happiest experiences that can come to a per

 son is to find that one of his or her life insurance policies has reached the end of the premium-paying 

 period. 
 

5. To provide some cash to help with college … Financing your child’s college education may present no 

 problem whatever for you when the time comes. Perhaps ample funds will be on hand, perhaps not. 
 

6. To guarantee protection against uninsurability … If something were to happen to your child – and 

 sometimes things do happen – to make him or her uninsurable, perhaps with a spouse and a child or two 

 as dependents, both of you would rejoice that some insurance had been bought in the early years. On the 

 other hand, you would be remorseful in insurance had not been secured while your child was insurable. 
 

7. To train your child to bear responsibility … A policy on your child’s life, with you as beneficiary will  produce 

 a sense of worth in your child since he or she will have the perception of assisting in your protection. 

 You want your child to grow into a person any parent would be proud of. You want him or her  to 

 develop character that will win respect. 
 

8. To help your child be ready to meet financial problems later … It has often been observed that most 

 financial problems are easily solved if attacked early enough. 
 

9. To offset a potential loss … An insurance policy on the child’s life will offset, at least partially, the loss of 

 the investment in his or her life and will protect the other members of the family against unnecessary 

 financial hardships in the event that death does occur. 
 

10. To do for your child what you would wish done for you … The acid test of the wisdom of buying a policy for 

 your child is whether you wish your parents had bought a policy on your life for you when you were 

 young. 

  

 Jim Priddy 
 Field Agent 

 Knights of Columbus 
 225-249-6150 

 james.priddy@kofc.org 
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Mississippi Jurisdiction Holds Marshalls Meeting 

Worthy State Master Bill 
O'Connor held his annual 
Mississippi Jurisdiction Marshal's 
meeting Sat April 2nd at Holy 
Savior in Clinton, MS with 
Marshals from Mississippi 
Districts 2,3,4,5 and 9 in 
attendance. A light lunch with 
dessert and drinks was served to 
the group. Topics of discussion 
were duties of Color Corp 
Commanders, proper Color Corp 
procedures performed during 
mass including processionals 
with Dignitaries, proper sword 
commands, Color Corp 
preparations for the upcoming 
State Convention in Natchez, 
MS and reviews of award entry nominations for Sir Knight of the Year, Family of the Year, 
Assembly of the Year and Lifetime Body of Work.   
 

L-R: District 2 Marshal Skip Murphy, District 4 Marshal John Leonhard, 
Worthy State Master Bill O'Connor, District 5 Marshal Craig Harrell, District 
3 Marshal Bill Jarrett and District 9 Marshal Lonnie Treadaway 
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March’s New Knights 
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Admission Degree Exemplification Held 

Leland Knights cooked 
Spaghetti for Lenten 
Lunch on Wednesday 
March 16th. Special 
Guests were Caravaners 
working with the Local 
Leland Chapter of 
Habitat for Humanity. 
Father Alphonse said a 
few words about his 
upbringing in India and 
what helped lead him to 
the Priesthood. The 
Family Icon was also on 
display during the 
Luncheon to emphasize 
the family atmosphere.  

Lenten Lunch Provided by Leland Knights of Columbus 

Council 11995 held an Admission Degree Exemplification for five new members.  Certainly was a good 
showing.  Thanks to the degree team, the insurance representative and everyone else for their recruitment 
efforts.  Just shows that you can make Star Council again. 
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The August J Stone Assembly 559 of the Knights of Columbus 
held a Fourth Degree Exemplification on Saturday, March 12, 
2016.  
 
Seven Third Degree Knights advanced to the Fourth Degree 
and became Sir Knights of the Order. Six were from Council 
1034 in Natchez; one was from another council.  
 
Seated L to R are Harrison Duet, Brian Warren, James 
Shaidnagle, and Joseph Gunning.  Standing center back L to R 
Paul Melancon, John Curran, Ken Burnette.  Members of the 
Degree Team and Honor Guard welcomed the new Sir 
Knights into the Order. 

 Fourth Degree Exemplification Held 

Holy Savior Knights Of Columbus Sponsor Widows Luncheon 

Holy Savior Council 7854 recognized, in a special way, the 
seven widows of our deceased Council members by taking 
them to lunch.  
 
The lunch was attended by the widows, our Pastor Fr. McGing, 
Grand Knight Craig Harrell, and Family Director Bill 
O'Connor.  There was a small box of chocolates at their places 
when they arrived and they were able to order anything off the 
menu.  They enjoyed the lunch very much along with each 
other's company and are looking forward to doing it again! 

Assemblies Join Together To Lead St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

For over 13 years the Knights of Columbus have provided the Color Guard for the annual Mal’s St. Paddy’s 
Parade in Jackson. This year, the parade was renamed the Hal’s St. Paddy’s Parade in honor of the late Hal 
White, brother of Malcolm White. Hal converted to Catholicism at St. Richard and this year, his pastor and 
friend,  Fr. Mike O’Connor, was the Grand Marshal. Fr. Mike is now at Sacred Heart in Canton. The honor 
guard, made up of members from Assemblies 554 and 2269, was led by Bill O’Connor, District Master of 
Mississippi.  

Worthy District Marshal Craig 
Harrell with Grand Marshal  

Fr. Mike O'Brien 

L-R: State Master Bill O'Connor (American 
Flag), Color Corp Commander Steve Miller 
(State Flag), Worthy SK Paul Thomas 
(Vatican Flag), Worthy SK James Finley, 
Worthy SK Mike Harkins (Irish 
Flag), Worthy SK Allen Scott (KC Flag) 

Grand Marshal Fr. Mike O'Brien   



Bishop William R. Houck 
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Bishop William R. Houck became bishop in the Catholic Diocese of 

Jackson in 1979 when he was ordained by Pope – now Saint – John 

Paul II on May 27, at the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome.  He served as 

Auxiliary Bishop to Bishop Joseph B. Brunini from 1979-1984.  He was 

installed as the ninth bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Jackson on 

June 5, 1984. 

Bishop Houck was born on June 26, 1926 in Mobile, Alabama. He died 

on March 9, 2016 at the age of 89.  He was the son of William R. and 

Mildred Blanchard Houck.  He earned his S.T.L. from St. Mary’s 

Seminary and University in Baltimore, Maryland and his Master’s 

Degree from The Catholic University of America in Washington.  He 

was ordained a priest on May 19, 1951 at the Basilica of the 

Immaculate Conception in Mobile, by Bishop Thomas J. Toolen. 

Bishop Houck was an educator. He held teaching and school administrative positions in Pensacola, 

Florida (1951-57) and in Birmingham, Alabama (1957-79) with the exception of 1969-70, when he was 

Superintendent of Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Mobile-Birmingham. He was high school 

principal, Superintendent of Schools and Secretary for Education for the Diocese of Birmingham 

during the years of 1957-79. He served as Pastor of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Birmingham from 

1974-79. 

Bishop Houck was presently a member of the Board of Governors of the Catholic Church Extension 

Society, the Mississippi Religious Leadership Conference, and the Board of Hospice Ministries, Inc. 

Bishop Houck was a past board member of the International Liaison: U.S. Catholic Coordinating 

Committee for Lay Volunteer Ministry, the American Board of Catholic Missions Committee of the 

NCCB, and the Mississippi Governor’s Task Force on Infant Mortality. He was also a member of the 

Southern Ecumenical Coalition on Maternal and Infant Health, and President of Ecumenical Health 

Care Organization for Whispering Pines. 

He was a past president of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  He was also active in 

the National Catholic Education Association, Southern Association of Independent Schools and 

Accreditation of American Schools in Latin America. 

Bishop Houck also served as Chairman of the U.S. Bishops’ Committee on Evangelization, and was a 

member of the Committee on Laity, the Domestic Policy Committee on Peace and Justice, and 

Conference Nominations Committee. 

(continued on page 9) 
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Under his chairmanship, the Committee on Evangelization developed Go and Make Disciples: A National 

Plan and Strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the United States. This document was issued in 1992 by the 

U.S. Catholic Bishops. 

In May 2001 Bishop Houck celebrated his 50th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood. In 

September of that year, at the request of Cardinal Francis George, Pope John Paul appointed him 

president of the Catholic Church Extension Society in Chicago. 

On January 3, 2003, Pope John Paul accepted Bishop Houck’s resignation as Bishop of Jackson and 

appointed Msgr. Joseph Latino as the 10th Bishop of Jackson. Bishop Houck continued to serve as 

president of Catholic Extension until 2007, when he retired and moved back to Jackson from Chicago. 

Bishop Houck marked 25 years as a bishop in 2004, and 60 years as a priest in 2011. He remained active 

in church ministry up to his last days. 

  Coat of Arms 

The arms of Bishop Houck appear on the right side of the shield, 

joined with those of the Diocese of Jackson and surrounded by the 

Bishop’s motto and the symbols of his office. 

The arms of the Diocese consist of a red cross, of a design known 

as “potent,” or crutch-like, because of the resemblance of the arms 

of the cross to that implement of the infirm; the cross appears 

against a field of gold above a pattern of blue and silver wavy stripes 

or bars. 

The cross potent is a symbol of the power latent in the Cross of 

Christ, bespeaking the triumph of the Gospel.  This symbolism is enhanced by the gold field, which 

bespeaks divinity, thus referring to the Son of God, the object of the Catholic Faith. 

The pattern of blue and silver in the lower half of the shield is first of all a reference to the Mississippi 

River, which has given its name to the State which is served by the Diocese, but it is also a proclamation 

of Catholicism’s insistence on the necessity of Baptism, wherein we die and rise with Christ, so as to 

enter into His glory. 

 

(continued from page 8) 

Bishop William R. Houck 

(continued on page 10) 

 



 The arms of Bishop Houck consist of a silver field with a blue diagonal stripe, called a bend, which 

bears a wolf’s head between two silver fleurs-de-lis, and in the upper compartment an open book 

with the symbols which proclaim the Lord as the Beginning and the End of all things. 

The primary colors, blue and silver, are customarily used in heraldry to depict water, as indeed they 

are used in the diocesan arms.  On Bishop Houck’s personal arms, they refer to the Mississippi River 

Basin, wherein the Bishop has spent the greater part of his ministry, first in Alabama and later, as 

Bishop, in Mississippi. 

The wolf’s head, which appears in gold, is a reference to Saint William of Vercelli, patron saint of both 

the Bishop and of his father.  Saint William was a hermit who dwelled in the mountain wilderness of 

Monte Vergine in Italy.  His legend attests that he befriended the wolves of that region and was 

trusted by them.  Saint William of Vercelli died in 1142.  His feast day is June 25. 

The fleurs-de-lis, which are a prominent feature of the royal arms of France, recall the Bishop’s 

ancestry on his mother’s side; their silver color is a punning reference to her family name, Blanchard. 

The open book bearing the initials Alpha and Omega is a symbol of the Bishop’s years spent as an 

educator.  It may also be seen as referring to the role of any bishop as the chief teacher of his 

diocese. 

Bishop Houck’s motto –“Proclaim Jesus Christ is Lord”– taken from Philippians 2:11, likewise 

bespeaks the teaching and preaching office of the Bishop among his people. 

The processional cross and the green broad-brimmed hat with its tasseled hat strings are traditional 

heraldic symbols for the office of bishop.  Clerics display the hat in place of the layman’s military 

helmet to show their devotion to the works of peace. 

Rev. James D. White, Diocese of Tulsa, Used by Permission 

Bishop William R. Houck 
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“ An authentic Catholic identity must be formed 
and strengthened by the sacraments and lived in 
total faithfulness to the Church and commitment to 
Jesus Christ.” 
 

                        Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight    

(continued from page 9) 
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Clarksdale Flooding 

Records setting heavy rains have created historic flooding conditions in much of the Mississippi Delta. Regional Disaster 
Response Coordinator Ed Marsalis has spent a great deal of time working with Volunteer Mississippi providing support for 
Volunteer Registration Centers in Greenville and Cleveland area. 
 
Clarksdale Mississippi was hit just as hard. The Church suffered damage that will not be covered by insurance and many 
residents, some parishioners of St. Elizabeth and brother knights, are still out of their homes. Since Hurricane Katrina, 
recovery work in Mississippi has become a model for the nation. 
 
The days of 2 guys grabbing chainsaws, jumping in a truck and charging off have been replaced with a highly disciplined and 
organized initiative. Today, those two guys check in at a VRC and get assigned to a specific task. Work is coordinated, 
safety is essential. 

Brother Thomas from MS Southern Baptist 

Convention Disaster Response team ex-

plains their role in “mucking out houses” to 

DD Fink and Bro Hymel.  

Flood waters still prevent recovery work in 
the Lyons community area.  IN other areas 
near the community college, water is down 

and cleanup and restoration is under way.  

State Deputy Jim McCraw met with District 
Deputy Denny Fink and Council 2969 leaders 
Pat Davis, GK and GK-elect Gene Hymel to 

tour the affected areas.  
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Programs At-A-Glance 
 

For newsletter submissions  
please send to 

magnoliaknight@kofc-ms.org 

In Service To One, In Service To All. 

 

ORDER MATERIAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PROMOTE ACTIVITY 

 
• MARCH FOR LIFE (CANADA) 

 
CONDUCT ACTIVITY 

 
 

2015 2016 
State Program Directors 


