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How Parishes Can Stop Turning Boys Into Atheis
Mr. Jason Craig - December 18, 2014

Fatherlessness and Atheism

$ the Bdok Faith of the Fatherless, psychologist Paul Vitz definitively
links fatherlessness to atheism. He profiles dozens of prominent
atheists, from Nietzsche to Dawkins, and finds an amazing but un-
surprising pattern: o0ln no case
strong, beloved father with a close relationship with his son or
daughter. 6 Whatos al so made <cl ea
has a greater influence on predisposing boys to outright atheism

than it does girls.

Mentorship Make the Difference Too

A boy becomes an adult male by biology, but he can only walk into secure manhood with the di-
rection and affirmation of secure men. Though beginning with fathers, it is also necessary that the
larger community of men ushers boys into manhood, confirming the truths the father has taught or
correcting his weaknesses. In Faith of the Fatherless Vitz also points out, while profiling prominent
Christians, that not only did they have strong fathers, but they had mentors along their steps to

manhood: O[The] theists appear to have had me
throughout their adult lives. 6 We dondt |just
general.

And right there is a lesson on making men from boys: masculinity is a thing bestowed, man to boy
0itds given to a boy by a man in words and de

hood and friendship and danger. The Proverbs are a beautiful example of a man realizing the great
gi ft of manhood received and a desire to pas:
teach, not to be lightly bartered away. Time was when | had a father of my own; and when | was

but a boyé in such words as these he would te

Fight the Lies

Boys are surrounded by false masculinities; we must surround them with truth. Scripture speaks
often of fathers and sons, but rarely in isolatidthe faith is passed on from generation to genera-
tion, not just father to son. This is why the
into means of mentoring. Authentic male formation does not get men in a room to supervise or
coordinate boys and deliver a packaged curriculum, like some sort of daycare, but it is the brother-
hood of men inviting boys into that brotherhood, into manhood, with real conversation and frater-
nal challenge. Dond6ét patronize boys with sild/l
But itds not just atheism that fatherless anc
tions can still appreciate the need to worship, the longing for the divine, but they reject Christiani-

ty because it is rooted in a Son Who came to reveal the Heart of the Father.

Take Robespierre, a famous character of the French Revolution, who was bent on destroying the
father figure of the King and the father figures of the clergy. He was conceived out of wedlock and
subsequently abandoned by his father. You can sympathize with the man as he yearns to honor
God but wutterly rejects Godoés fatherhood. I n
oworshipo6 (the revolutionaries sought to repl

cause they knew better



than to pretend man does not need to worship), Robespierrt
theSupreme Being.o6 This is a clear acceptance of the divi
of times, but only as o0the Divinedé and so on, with never

anity and its paternatentrism. o _ o _
Today rejecting the Father but accepting divinity comes in the form of eastern and new age religions. | have a pagan friend

who often talks of oO0the Universed6 giving him things. 0Whec
di vi ne 0 an tdlprojecing umanity oritodGadiwhen | refer to God as the Father. He explains that he is very

sensitive to oOpatriarchy, d which he means as a symbol for
Your Family), which is how most famous atheists describe

kins in The God Delusion.
In both fatherless religion and outright atheism the heart of a son has been convinced that fatherstakanliféyrants, not

lifegi ving authorities. |1 6ve only heard Nietzsche admht t ha
enlightened, reasonedo posi tion: o0l have absolutely no knowledge of
event; with me it is obvious by instinct. o

Call the Men Home!

So how are parishes causing all of this? By ignoring the needs of boys, and not addressing the urgent pastoral challenge of

fatherlessness and the Catholicmamr i si s i n general. We dondt hear often enc

that fathers exhibit that much influence. I'tds time to ac

Vitzds book, said that work in psychoanalysis o6daily demc

soon as the authority of the father breaks down. é As Mat't
e

Evangelization without the evangelization of men. ¢
In a survey of thousands of Catholic men, Christoff found that only 4% of Catholic men are reporting that they think their

priests are doing a good job of bringing boys and men together. So, 96% think otherwise. The facts are confirming the anec-
dotal evidence we all see. And we cand6t just | ook d&or sir
digm shift to an entire generation of men.

If we want our boys to be Christians, we have to equip men and mentors in our parishes. In times past these things happened
naturally (apprenticeships, community, etc.), but they dc
strengthen fathers and provide opportunities for mentoring, and this requires intentionality and frameworks to make sure it
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Members of the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus who dressed out for the Convention Dinner and the
Convention Masses

Supreme Drawing for Family of the Month

Congratulations to the recipients of the Supreme councils drawing of the Family of the Month Plaque.

The winning recipients are the Family of Joseph & Virginia Gauck, from council, 1908 Hattiesburg.

Please keep in mind that your entrees must be in to the Supreme council, by the 15th of the following
month. i.e.:If you Family is selected in April, then your report is due by May 15th.

Bob Leo
State Family Director



Mississippi Jurisdiction Knights of Columbus
Family of the Year

lke and Pam Kincke + 10
Council 9094
Diberville, Mississippi

Mississippi Jurisdiction Knights of Columbus
Knight of the year

March Creech
Council 9094
Diberville, Mississippi
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Mississippi State Convention
Membership Awards

Top Gun Awards

Top Gun Award given to the Councils that have achieved an Optima Potential recruitment goal set by State Deputy and Mem-
bership Director. With a formula of double or plus 10 of their state geathichever Is lower.

Three Councils achieved the Top Gun award this year!

With a Top Gun Quota of 103 Council brought in 12 new Members. Council 8038 Péa@rand Knight Bob Ganz

With a Top Gun Quota of 183 Council brought in 20 new Members. Council 15382 St Thomas Hattiesb@gnd Knight O
D Landrum

With a Top Gun Quota of 103 8 Council brought in 10 new Members Council 11995 Most Holy Trinity Pass Chriét@rand
Knight Paul Minnaert

Top Mississippi Star Recruiter

Top Mississippi Star Recruiter award is given to the Top recrudtbe has recruited the most Knights in the State Year in each
region of the State, North, Central and Southern and then to the overall for the State.

Region Location Council Member
North Southaven 13502 Carl Garton Tie
North Batesville 13052 Billy Haire Tie
Central linton 7854 Craig Harrell
South The Kiln 7087 Gary Cuevas

Top Mississippi Star Recruiter in 2012016

Region Location Council Member
Central Clinton 7854 Craig Harrell Tie

South The Kiln 7087 Gary Cuevas Tie
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Mississippi State Convention
Membership Awards

Mississippi Star Recruiter Councils

These Councils have already achieved their Supreme Goal

Bob Gan
Craig Hieell
Paul Minnae
OD Landrum
Scott J@ms
Keithrkght
GarQuevas
Dougn®ions
Billyaire
Tomakaupt

Kelly Fip
DavsHer

These Councils will all get a credit on the State Per Capita Statement if they maintain thru the Fraternal Year.



Have You Insured Your MostValuable Asset?

Is your income protected if you become sick or injured and cannot work? Your ability to work and earn an income is yowabnaisie asset.
Yet a disability could prevent you from earning that income. Just one year of a disability could eliminate your savings.

Income Armor, an individual disability income insurance product from the Knights of Columbus, should be a key part oésaiuirancial plan
and familyds protection.

If you are ill or injured, Income Armor provides tdree monthly benefits to help you meet living expenses and maintainyoyandr f ami | y
standard of living. Your monthly benefits help you pay your mortgage and other monthly bills, while your savings anchtetgsete remain

intact.

In short, if you have a job and dondét have a way to protect that
The best way to learn about our products is by arranging an appointment with us at your home or our office. We can custpmamlé@surance
program to meet your familyés current needs, hel p yoomewghlmemberf or t

ship. In addition, we can explain the benefits you may be offered through your employer and help you determine exadtiysbatiefits
mean to your family. We are here to serve you!

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Benji Borrelli, FIC Douglas Schmitt

Serving Mississippi Gulf Coast Serving Mississippi Gulf Coast
Benji.borrelli@kofc.org douglas.schmitt@kofc.org
(225) 5963959 (228) 4934393

Rene Davidson, LUTCF Paul Byrne, FICF

Serving Mississippi Gulf Coast Serving Central Mississippi
Rene.davidson@kofc.org paul.byrne@kofc.org

(228) 2430299 (601) 9475651

Jody Knights, FIC Ken North

Serving South Central Mississippi Serving Central Mississippi
jody.knight@kofc.org Kenneth.north@kofc.org
(228) 3425943 (601) 5735710

James Priddy

Serving North Mississippi
james.priddy@kofc.org
(225)2496150

Please Have inputs for
the Magnolia Knight in

by the 24th of the month
Send inputs to

halfdunn9094@gmail.com
or
halfdunn@att.net
or
magnoliaknight@kofms.org
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Pictured L to R, Larry Tabor, Sandy Firth, Jimmy Firth, Ben Tabor

The recent flooding in Biloxi l eft a | ocal Wool i
Council 9673, St. Mary, Woolmarket, donated $500 to the business owners and neighbors to help the

cleanup and restocking of inventory.

Mississippi Knights of Columbus
State Convention







