
From the State Deputy
Welcome to the season of Lent for 2026. This is a special time in our 
Church calendar, and also a special time in our KC calendar. Lent 
means fish fries and a special time for Brotherhood. Our councils are 
more visible in this time and it is a great way to recruit new members 
to the Knights of Columbus. 

Keep families in mind when recruiting. If we show opportunities for 
family involvement, we stand a better chance to recruit the man. Please
schedule your Church Drives as soon as possible. Our State Membership Director 
David Fisher and Program Director Derek Finley, are more than happy to help out 
with anything you need to make your council a Star Council. This of course includes 
making your membership quotas. Let’s make Mississippi shine again. 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you at the Convention in Natchez. I hope you 
are electing your delegates and getting them registered. All of the information you 
will need is on the State Website under the 2026 K of C State Convention Tab. There 
is even a Convention Checklist for you to follow to make sure you have everything 
covered. If you need help, just ask your DD, or one of the State Officers, or the 
Committee members. 

Please make your hotel reservations and get registered ASAP. The Donations Form 
is also on the Website. Deadline is March 31 to our State Secretary Charles Hahn. 
Let’s keep his mailbox full for the next month. Get your Best Program Entry Forms 
in and update the Necrology. Let’s keep up the good work and keep on making 
Mississippi special.

Serving the Mississippi Jurisdiction of the Knights of Columbus - March 2026

Magnolia Knight

Kenny Gonzales



Brothers all, I hope this finds you all in good health and active in your council’s 
road to the Star Award. We have a lot of things going to help stimulate the councils 
in achieving their recruiting goals.  

You should have received the following announcements from your District 
Deputies: the three $100 drawings at the convention, the $50 year-end award, and 
finally the District Deputy recruitment belt.  

We have welcomed 184 new members so far, which is 53% of our 342-member 
intake goal, with three months to go in the Fraternal year. 
 
We also have 18 councils within reach of the Star Award.  This could be a record 
if we can bring it home. Of those 18, ten are lacking one or two reports and maybe 
one or two members. Currently, the Jurisdiction has no designated Star Award 
coordinator, so I have been assigned the honor.  Along with our E-Membership 
Chairman, Gary Owchar, I will be advising you of the outstanding requirements 
needed to complete the award.

Among the many tools available, such as Proof of Concept programs, OCIA, and 
point-to-point contact, there is now a K of C demographic report. This, among other 
things, gives the each county’s population of Catholic males ages 18 to 80 that are 
not Knights. Per the report, Mississippi currently contains over 55,000 potential 
members and we only need 160. That’s .0029% of what’s out there.

In conclusion, take the initiative, ask for support if you need it,
and remember it is all about the numbers.  The number of men that can become 
better fathers, closer to Christ, better citizens and better husbands. Those are 
numbers to be proud of.  

SK Dave Fisher

From the State Membership Director



This month I am going to focus on the various reports that we ask for 
throughout the year.

The first two reports are the “Report of Officers Chosen for the Term” 
(form 185) and “Service Program Personnel Report” (form 365). These 
forms are due by June 30th. These two forms identify for Supreme your 
council officers and program chairmen. Both are needed by Supreme to 

determine who needs background checks and training for Safe Environment certification. 
Both can be done prior to the end of the fraternal year in June and should be done online 
using Member Management. 

Ideally, the current Grand Knight or financial secretary should enter these two reports. 
If done prior to the end of the fraternal year, the current slate of personnel can be copied 
into the next fraternal year, and only those positions that have changed will need to be 
updated. If these are not done before the end of the fraternal year, all council positions are 
reset.

Once they are completed, a copy of each report is available in the Print Center in Member 
Management. These need to be downloaded and sent to the state. Many councils have 
entered this information for Supreme, however, only four councils have submitted form 
185 and only one council has submitted form 365 to the state. The state needs this report 
to know the leaders in the council. 

The next report due is the annual audit, currently due on August 15th. (Supreme has 
eliminated the audit due in February.) This report is used to verify the council finances, 
and should be filled out by the council trustees and Grand Knight with input from the 
financial secretary and the council treasurer. Again, a copy should be sent to the state. 
The state maintains this copy and if Supreme loses its copy, the state can resubmit it to 
Supreme. 

From the State Secretary

Charles Hahn

Continued on Page 4



The next report due is the “Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity” (form 1728). This 
reports the charitable work done by your council. Supreme uses this information to 
maintain the nonprofit status of the order. The Supreme Knight also references this 
information in his annual report on the state of the Order. This form is due January 31st. 
It can be filled out online or using the fillable PDF. Again, a copy should be sent to the 
state. 

The final form each council needs to submit is the “Columbian Award Application” 
(form SP-7). This report determines which councils receive the Columbian Award. It 
requires the council submit at least four programs in each Faith in Action category. 
Certain programs are considered “feature” programs, and if the council has met certain 
criteria, feature programs can count for two. Feature programs need to be reported using 
the “Fraternal Programs Report Form” (form 10784). This report can be filled out by any 
member, but should be completed by the knight in charge of the program. 

This report is customized for the primary Faith in Action programs, however it can be 
used for other programs as well. The member submitting this report will get a copy of 
his submission, which he should forward to the Grand Knight, council program director, 
and the state. Eventually this report will eliminate the SP-7 report. Grand Knights are 
recommended to keep these submissions organized and use them to help fill out the SP-7 
and the 1728. The email address to send copies to the state is reports@kofc-ms.org.

So far, this article has focused on reports the council needs to present to Supreme, but the 
state also asks councils to submit some information. The first is the state directory. Three 
council personnel have access to this directory: the Grand Knight, the financial secretary, 
and the council program director. The first directory item that needs to be updated is the 
council information page. This page provides council meeting details, mailing address, 
selected officers, and what parish or parishes it supports. This information can be updated 
by any of the three personnel with access. If this is not updated, former officers may 
continue to get email that should be directed to the new officers. 
 

(Continued from Page 3)
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The next area where the states seeks information is the Council Activity Report. Here the 
council provides information on various programs done during the year, as well as when 
certain key reports are submitted. The program information is similar to that submitted in 
the form 10784. The state database logs this information and can report that back out to 
the council to help submit the SP-7 and the 1728. This information can also be used by 
the Grand Knight to prepare his report to the state for the annual minute book. 

Speaking of the minute book, it is currently being prepared for the 2024-2025 state 
fraternal year and the Grand Knight for that period is asked to submit a report as soon as 
possible. 

Necrology is the final area where the state is asking the council for information. Each 
year, at the state convention, those knights who have passed during the previous year 
are remembered during the memorial mass. Members of the council ladies auxiliary are 
remembered as well. This is the ONLY way that the state knows who has passed during 
the year. 

It is important to enter the information as soon as possible so the state secretary can send 
a sympathy card to the next of kin. While this may seem to be an insignificant gesture, it 
helps the families to know that their loved ones haven’t been forgotten by the order.

Lastly, Grand Knights have received an invitation to join the Mississippi KofC Grand 
Knights Google Group. This invitation is an e-mail from Google (or Googlegroups.com, 
or something similar). It may be in your Spam folder. 
 
Please accept this invitation. This is an easy way for state officers to communicate with 
you as Grand Knights to provide information in a timely manner. If you received this 
invitation and you are no longer Grand Knight, please contact the state secretary and 
provide the new Grand Knight’s email address. Also go to the state website and correct 
your council information there.

(Continued from Page 4)
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SOWER’S CORNER – MAR 2026 

MS Evangelization & Faith Formation (EFF) News & Guidance 
 

SEE MESSAGE FOR GRAND KNIGHTS ON NEXT PAGE  
Guidance on Council EFF Leadership 

 

Lent is a Great Season to Implement COR in YOUR Parish 
Click Here to View the 2026 Built for Sacrifice Reflection Videos  

 

Coordination with Parish Priest is CRITICAL to Starting\Growing COR 

Click Here for Working with Your Pastor Document   
 

The word 'cor' is Latin for heart and the root of the word courage.  

Prayer, Formation, and Fraternity all begin with the heart and  

direct the heart in relationship to God and each other. 

 

Cor exists to help focus Catholic men on Jesus by building Christ-centered brotherhood through a 

simple, flexible framework of prayer, formation and fraternity.  
 

Contact State EFF Director Mak Kersanac, 228-216-2442, mak@emac-llc.com with any questions.  

I will come to your Council to help your EFF Director start YOUR Cor Gatherings                          

Council’s Wanting to Start Cor 

PHASE 1 

1. Grand Knight: 

a. Appoint Council EFF Director 

b. Meet with Council and present “WHAT IS 

COR” 3.5-minute video & review “WHY 

COR” @ www.kofc.org/cor 

2. Grand Knight & Council EFF Director meet with 

Pastor & gain approval to: 

a. Implement Cor for men of the parish 

b. Partner with existing men’s group 

c. Advertise Cor in the bulletin 

3. Council EFF Director: 

a. Build Council EFF Team (2-3 men) 

b. With GK assistance, meet with Council for 

buy in and invitation 

(See www.kofc.org/cor for additional info) 

Council’s Having Cor Gatherings 

1. Grand Knight: 

a. Submit Council EFF Director contact 

information to mak@emac-llc.com 

b. Ensure EFF Director gains access to FORMED 

content  

2. Council EFF Director: 

a. Establish budget & obtain Council approval for 

funding Cor refreshments, etc. 

b. KEEP IT SIMPLE 

c. Train EFF Team to help lead Cor Gatherings, 

etc. 

d. Coordinate with Program Director 

e. Consider using KofC FAITH Programs, CIS & 

FORMED for Cor formation content  

f. Develop strategy & implement 

communication\marketing program to GROW 

INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES 

https://www.kofc.org/lent
https://files.kofc.org/download/assets/Working+With+Your+Pastor/dab2ee5a7f7111f0b480eaf3a5c371ab
mailto:mak@emac-llc.com
http://www.kofc.org/cor
https://files.kofc.org/download/assets/Formed+Sign+Up/60026af87f7311f0970f5e1af917a384
https://www.kofc.org/resources/officer-resources/engagement/faith-in-action-programs/resources/#tabset=tabset-tab-set-faith-in-action-resources&tab=tab-block-54976
https://shopcatholicinfo.com/collections/cor-resources


 

 

 

 

 

Worthy Grand Knight: 

Your Council Evangelization and Faith Formation (EFF) Director needs to form a Team to help him 
accomplish the tasks shown below.  Your EFF Director does not have to be the most spiritual Knight 
in your Council.  As can be seen from below, leading, planning, organizing, delegating, and 
communicating are necessary skills for this role.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead you to a candidate 
in your Council and INVITE him to serve.  You probably have more Knights that will say YES to the 
invitation than you realize. 
 

Click Here for Cor Council Leadership Guidance 
 

1. Appointed by the Grand Knight & reports to the Grand Knight 
2. Facilitates the planning, structure and hosting of all Cor gatherings 
3. Ensures adequate preparation for each Cor gathering including reserving space, 

communicating timing\content and ensuring excellent execution of every event. 
4. Encouraged to build an EFF team to help with all aspects to support Cor gatherings 
5. Promotes and communicates directives, opportunities and goals of State Council 

concerning evangelization and faith formation 
6. Collaborates and consults these initiatives with: 

a. The Pastor and/or Council Chaplain  
b. The Council Membership and Program Directors 
c. The State Director of EFF  

7. Assists council leadership with this strategic planning. 
8. Along with the Grand Knight, the EFF Director should coordinate and communicate with any 

existing parish ministries, particularly men’s ministries in such a way that fosters 
collaboration and the possibility of a hybrid experience achieving the aims and goals of both 
groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOWER’S CORNER - MAR 2026 
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Message for Grand Knights  

Guidance on Council EFF Leadership 
 

Please submit the Council EFF Director Form, https://info.kofc.org/EFF-Onboarding-LP.html 

Please ensure submit your CEFF Director submits the Quarterly Report & Cor Testimonies 

Our Supreme leadership has many resources to share with your Council EFF Director.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact State EFF Director Mak Kersanac, 228-216-2442, mak@emac-llc.com with any questions.  

I will come to your Council to help your EFF Director start YOUR Cor Gatherings                          

https://www.kofc.org/resources/officer-resources/engagement/cor-leadership/cor-council-leadership/
https://www.kofc.org/resources/officer-resources/engagement/cor-leadership/cor-council-leadership/
https://info.kofc.org/EFF-Onboarding-LP.html
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7915911/Cor-Quarterly-Survey-FY-24-25
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8028385/Cor-Testimonies
mailto:mak@emac-llc.com


From the State Program Director
Programs News & Update

March 2026

Worthy Brother Knights, 

We hope you and your families have had a blessed start to 2026 and a successful start to your Council/Parish Lenten 

events and programs.  

Thank you for everything you do for your Council, Parish and community. We know you are doing many programs and 

ask that you continually update your Facebook pages or     send in articles and pictures of your activities so that we can 

post them in the Magnolia Knight.

In addition, please select your delegates and prepare for the upcoming Knights of Columbus MS State Convention in 

Natchez, MS (April 24-26).  Visit the Knights of Columbus MS website to register and arrange lodging for the 

convention.  We also ask that you submit any convention award applications to stprograms@kofc-ms.org by April 10, 

2026. 

RECENT PROGRAMS COMPLETED

(See Photos)

FAITH: Rosary\Holy Hour\ASAP - Pregnancy Center Support\RSVP\Into the Breach\Pilgrim Icon

FAMILY: Family of the Month\Keep Christ in Christmas\Consecration to Holy Family

COMMUNITY: Coats for Kids

LIFE: Silver Rose

UPCOMING   PROGRAMS

FAITH: Rosary\RSVP\Pilgrim Icon\Into the Breach\Sacramental Gifts 

FAMILY: Family of the Month\Good Friday Family Promotion\Easter Egg Hunt

COMMUNITY: Coats for Kids\Global Wheelchair\Habitat for Humanity

LIFE: March for Life\Holy Hour for Life with Our Lady of Guadalupe\Silver Rose

THE FOUR FAITH IN ACTION CATEGORIES:

Faith Programs:  To strengthen men and their families in the Catholic faith.

Family Programs:  To enhance the bonds of families in our parishes by providing programs 

for families by families.

Community Programs:  To serve others in our communities, exemplifying our Charity principle.

Life Programs:  To defend the dignity of each human being at every stage of life.



Program Photos
Council #9673
 
L: GK Bill Whitmire 
receives Double Star 
Council Award from DD 
David Seymour 

R: Bingo

Council #11934
Families of the 

Month
 
L: January, Ron and 
Anna Baldwin with 
children Allyse, Abigail 
and Sadie 

R: February, Joe and 
Margret Jones

Council #6765
 
L: $3,000 donation to 
Starkville Pregnancy 
Center

R: Fr. Jason Johnston
welcomes Deacon Will 
Foggo



Council #7120

Other Councils
 
L: Council #14051, Pope 
Paper Chain

R: Council #1583

Program Photos



Council News - #4472
 

  

March Events 
Monsignor Leech Council 4472 will meet on Tuesday March 3rd.  We will say the Rosary at 6:15 pm, 
Dinner at  6:30pm and the  meeting at 7:00pm.   

The Devine Chaplet will be prayed at Saint Paul’s Chapel on Friday March 6th and on Friday          
March 20th.  The prayer service starts at 3:00pm. 

Sunday March 8th, Monsignor Leech Council 4472 will celebrate its Monthly Corporate  Communion.  
Coffee and Donuts after Mass. 

Monsignor Leech Council 4472 will be hosting its Annual Fish Fries on Friday, Friday March 6th,     
Friday March 13th, Friday March 20th, and Friday March 27th.   

Sunday March 29th is Palm Sunday, It is also the Fifth Sunday of March. Please join the Knights of 
Columbus for the Fifth Sunday Rosary after the 8:30am Mass.   

 Years of Service 
       

Henry Wallis 2/26/2013 13 Years.   

            

       Monsignor Leech Council 4472 Insurance Representative 
Brother Luke McClure Assistant General Agent 

Retirement, Estates & Life Insurance Planning 

11975 Seaway Road 

Gulfport, Ms. 39503 

228-380-0604 

Luke.mcclure@kofc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Exemplification on Sunday January 25th  

L to R Bragg Willams, Jay Williams, Christopher Smythe Grand Knight,       
Theodore Diaz Candidate, Andrew Koslosky, Greg Niolet, Barry Neyrey,    

Rodney Keel and Tony Diaz del Valle. 

 

 

 

 

Our Exemplification on Sunday January 25th  

L to R Bragg Willams, Jay Williams, Christopher Smythe Grand Knight,       
Theodore Diaz Candidate, Andrew Koslosky, Greg Niolet, Barry Neyrey,    

Rodney Keel and Tony Diaz del Valle. 



Council News - #4472
Sir Knights serving in the Procession at the Pro Life March at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School 

L to R SK Brian Cassagne, SK Binh Nguyen, SK Tony Diaz del Valle and SK Jay Williams 
Sir Knights serving in the Procession at the Pro Life March at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School 

L to R SK Brian Cassagne, SK Binh Nguyen, SK Tony Diaz del Valle and SK Jay Williams  

 

WORDS FROM OUR GRAND KNIGHT 
Brothers, as Knights of Columbus, we uphold a brotherhood that reaches far deeper than simple fellowship.  
We stand as a united and unwavering community, committed to looking after one another and ensuring that 
every brother is supported, encouraged, and cared for especially in moments of need.  Our dedication to 
kindness, service, and compassion forms the foundation of our fraternity, guiding us as we strive to lift each 
other up and live out our shared mission of charity and unity.   

“Almighty Father, grant us the grace to be true Brothers, every watchful, compassionate, and attentive to one 
another’s needs.  Strengthen our bond through acts of charity, kindness, and steadfast support.  May our 
deeds reflect Your love and bring comfort to our Brothers in their times of need.  Amen” 

 

Christopher Smythe Grand Knight 

February Prayer 
Heavenly Father, Thank You for this new month.  Guide us in faith, strengthen our hearts to love and forgive, 
and bless our families with peace.  Protect and lead us in all we do.  As we prepare for Lent, purify our hearts 
and draw us closer to You.    Amen 

                                                 

 

    

 

 

           

 

 

 

 
 

 



Council News - #11995

Knights from Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Pass Christian 
fry catfish for their first Lenten Fish Fry on February 20.  

L to R: Cat Aguda, David Stritzel, Larry McKay, Jacob Higdon,  
Sterling Holliman and Wesley Walk.



Council News - #11541

The inaugural council free-throw championship and exhibition 
basketball game on February 1 was a terrific success. Kids of all ages 

came to shoot, pass, and have fun with our St. James seminarians and 
pastor Fr. Ryan McCoy. Brother Knights from other area councils 

came out to support fundraising for the seminarians.



Assembly News - #3281

 

Holy Family Assembly 3281 

 

 
 

Holy Family Assembly 3281 will  meet on Tuesday February 3rd.     

At our September Meeting, Assembly 3281 voted to purchase Red Assembly shirts.  The Order of Shirts 
have arrived.  All Sir Knights should stop by Faithful Comptroller Greg Niolet’s office and pick up a shirt.  

Holy Family Assembly will attend its Sir Knight Adoration Hour on Monday February 9th at Holy  Family 
Church from 7pm till 8pm.  All Sir Knights are asked to wear their Red Assembly Shirts.  We will attend 
this Adoration every month on the Monday immediately after our Business meeting.  All Sir Knights are 
urged to attend.    

Our Faithful Navigator Greg Federico is looking for a date for a Fourth Degree Social. If you have a    
suggested date please let Greg know. 

Congratulations to Brother Darrel Favre.  Darrell has filled out his application to join the 4th Degree.  
Darrell will be attending the exemplification in Picayune with Charles Wormeley on March 7th.   

Thanks to all Sir Knights who dressed out for Bishop Kihneman’s Visit on January 4th.  Also thanks to 
the Sir Knights who Dressed out for our March for Life at Saint Vincent de Paul’s School on Friday       
January 23rd and the Sir Knights who dressed out for the Honor Guard at Sir Knight Henry Stiller’s     
funeral.    

Sir Knights, The Father Michael Leane Assembly 2227 will be hosting a exemplification on Saturday 
March 7th at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Picayune Ms.  Registration starts at 1:00pm.  The 
Cost is $75.00 with Banquet and $50.00 without Banquet.  If you are interested in becoming a Sir Knight 
contact either Faithful Navigator Greg Federico or Faithful Comptroller Greg Niolet. 

These are Brother Knights who we need to ask to join Assembly 3281.  Richard Allard, Joseph Church, 
Jeremy Davis, Donald DeMetz, Stuart Farr, Darrell Favre, Barry Neyrey, Philip Stevens, Adam Farragut, 
Alexander Kooney, Kirk Kimball, Victor Pickich, Eric Valles .  Sir Knights please ask these Knights to join 
our Assembly.   

 

 

Youth Convention (Biloxi) - March 13 - 15
Youth Convention (Vicksburg) - March 20 - 22

Saint Joseph Altars - March 19
* Our Lady of the Gulf, Bay St. Louis
* Most Holy Trinity Parish, Pass Christian
* Nativity BVM, Biloxi
* Sacred Heart, d’Iberville

Upcoming Diocesan Events



Upcoming Events - Lent
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events - Lent



Upcoming Events - Lent

FEBRUARY 27
MARCH 6, 20, & 27

INVITE YOU TO THE 
SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH

SAINT JAMES GYM  |  366 COWAN RD.



Upcoming Events - Lent



Upcoming Events - Eastertime



Upcoming Events - March 7



Upcoming Events - March 7



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        

                                                                                                                      
   
      
 
 
 
 
 

Dress Code for Others 
4th Degree Members/Observers 

• New uniform. 
• Dark suit with tie and social baldric 

Honor Guard 
• New uniform w/sword 

Color Guard Flag Bears 
• New uniform, Service Baldric / no Swords 

Color Guard Escorts 
• New uniform w/Swords 

 
Family/Friends 

Business Dress for both men and women 
 

NO TUXEDOS 
 

Dress Code:  Candidates as described below: 
Dark Blue, Grey, or Black business suit, white dress shirt with lay down collar (no collar buttons); tie; dark 

socks; and dress shoes. 

Dress Code Exceptions (for candidates) 
Military—Dress Uniform 

Police and Firemen—Formal Dress Uniforms 
Priests—Regular Clerical Dress 

Seminarians—Dark Suit and Tie or Seminarian Collar with Black Suit 

More Details - Exemplifications



 

More Details - Exemplifications




